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HISTORIC TRAVELERS PASSE
The Big Meadows of the Deschutes

River, site of present Sunriver Devel
opment, have witnessed many historic
journeys. They have served, too, as
pastures, and as camp sites from pre
historic times. Along the eastern bank
of the river ran the ancient Indian
trail north to the Columbia and south
to the territory of the Klamaths and
Modocs.

Tom McKay and Finan McDonald
passed south here in 1825, having
crossed the Cascades by the north
Santiam route. They were ordered by
Dr. John McLoughlin to survey the
country for furs and to retrace their
steps to meet Peter Skene Ogden's
Snake River expedition that year. Per
haps traveling as far as Klamath
Marsh, they reversed their course to
encounter Ogden at the mouth of Dry
Creek on the present Warm Springs
Reservation, Thursday, January 8,
1826. All the McKays knew the Mea
dows afterward as the "Canoe Camp.”

Nathaniel Wyeth passed the great
Meadows January 2, 1835, moving up
river in his search for furs.

In 1843 came Captain John Charles
Fremont on a mapping, exploring ex
pedition. Members of his party in
cluded "Bad Hand” Fitzpatrick, Kit
Carson, and a young Indian boy, Billy
Chinook, who was to play a part in
Fremont’s political adventure in Cali
fornia in 1846, and who was to be
come an important leader in later
years at the Warm Springs Indian
Reservation. Very much a part of the
scene was the famous mountain how
itzer which Fremont had brought all
the way from the East.

In 1844, in late summer, “Old Bill”
Williams and a party of trappers
which included W. T. Hamilton pass
ed through here searching for beaver.
They wintered in the Klamath coun
try after trapping Klamath Marsh,
had a brush with Modocs, and moved
:1own into California. (Hamilton
gives the year 1843 in his My Sixty
Years On The Plains, but indications
are that he erred by one year.)

In 1852 seven members of the Road
Viewers from Eugene City traveled
north to Pilot Butte in their search for
a good road from Eugene to Boise
a situation that, hopefully, would in
duce overland wagons to cut across
Central Oregon, thereby ending the
long journey in the southern end of
Willamette Valley a n d I e n d in g
strength to the needed population and
economy.

From 1853 on, travel increased. In
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MDSUNRIVER SITEthat year members of Elijah Elliott's
lost wagon train passed through the
Big Meadows searching for the Free
Emigrant Road to Eugene. 1854 saw
another immigrant group led by Wil
liam Macy which traveled the estab
lished track to Eugene City. Super
intendent of Indian Affairs Joel Pal
mer followed the last part of that
year’s migration through the Willam
ette Pass. He had made treaty discus
sions with the Klamath tribal leaders,
was returning to his home in Dayton,
Oregon.

In 1855 Lt. Henry Larcom Abbot
and Lt. Robert Stockton Williamson
traveled north from Fort Reading,
California, bringing with them a rail
road survey party which explored
through Central Oregon. The party
included Dr. John Strong Newberry,
geologist and botanist for whom
Newberry Crater is named, and Dr. E.
Sterling, physician and naturalist. In
the military escort from Fort Reading
were Lts. George Crook and John Bell
Hood. Hood, an illustrious command
er of Confederate divisions during the
Civil War, was replaced at Pitt River
by Lt. Philip Henry Sheridan whose
army career was meteoric.

Just south of Lapine the party split
—Abbot following the Deschutes
north through the Big Meadows while
Williamson detoured to the west and
north to Crane Prairie, Lava Lakes
and Green Lakes before joining Abbot
on Tumalo Creek (present Shevlin
Park) on September 3.

Abbot’s diary reflects considerable
numbers of miners traveling through
the country that fall. Two of these
were Sam Barlow and Philip Foster,
who were searching for the Blue
Bucket nuggets.

Another mining party, in 1858,
crossed the Meadows on its way to
Bear Creek and Upper Croked River,
Led by Dr. James McBride of Eugene
City, the party included A. S. Mc
Clure, one of the Elliott wagon train
of 1853, as an interested spectator.
His journal makes interesting reading.

1860 saw another group of miners
-the Bunch party, and four years
later, in late summer of 1864, four
tattered, starving miners reached the
life-giving water near the Big Mea
dows after escaping on foot from
Indian attack on Silver Creek. In
their desperate march for life they
had abandoned almost all their pos
sessions but rifles and ammunition,
had been forced to kill their dog to
drink its blood. R. C. Clark, David

Engineer Gate made from peeled lodgepole logs.
——OHS Photo

' of Paulina’s

The Old Homestead at the

Andrews, James Dougherty and Frank
Redfield made their way finally to
safety down the McKenzie River
route. Redfield was the father of
Charles Redfield, irrigation engineer
and developer of early Central Ore
gon canal systems.

In both 1864 and 1865, J. W. P.
Huntington, Oregon Superintendent
of Indian Affairs, traveled the Central
Oregon road from The Dalles to
Klamath which passed through the
Big Meadows. Huntington was mak
ing treaty with Klarnaths, Modocs,
and Snakes in preparation for settle
ment of Central Oregon. He was es
corted through Snake country, where
Chiefs Paulina and We - a - we-wah
made travel hazardous, by Warm
Springs warriors captained by Dr. W.
C. McKay and his half-brother, Don
ald. Huntington's primary aim, to
treat with Paulina, was thwarted in
1864 by Paulina’s suspicion. On the
return to The Dalles, a winter camp

(on present Paulina
Creek) was surprised and Paulina's
wife and son were carried off by
Huntington as hostages to Fort Van
couver.

The next year Paulina agreed to
treat with Huntington, and did so,
being placed on the reservation at
Fort Klamath during the winter of
1865-66.

In 1867, Dr. VV.C. McKay traveled
the historic Meadow trail again, this
time returning from a year’s action
with Gen. George Crook in the Snake
War of 1866-68. McKay’s and John
Dar'ragh’s detachments of Warm
Springs Scouts were especially useful
to the army during this period.

(Continued on Page 6)
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PAGE 1 H), top row, I. to r.: Peter
Skene Ogden, Hudson's Bay Company
fur trader who sent Tom McKay and
Finan McDonald up the Deschutes,
182.5;Nathaniel Wyeth, New England
merchant who trapped the Deschutes
in the deep snows of 1835; Lt. John
C. Fremont, who crossed to the north
edge of the Big Meadows in Decem
ber, 1843, with a party which includ
ed Thomas Fitzpatrick, Kit Carson
and Billy Chinook; Lt. Henry Larcom
Abbot, co-leader of Pacific Railroad
Survey Party, 1855. Middle row: Lt.
Robert Stockton Williamson, who led
Survey party with Abbot; Lt. Philip
Sheridan, “Little Phil" of Civil War
fame, a member of Abbot-Williamson
party, 1855; Lt. George Crook, for
whom Crook Cunty is named, another
member of the Abbot-Williamson par
ty; Andrew S. McClure, an 1853 im
migrant to Eugene City with the
Elliott party (he made passage to the
Willamette Valley by way of the Me
Kenzie route as a member of the res
cue party). He first traveled through
the Big Meadows in 1858 as a mem
ber of the McBride mining group
searching for the Blue Bucket nug
gets. Bottom row: War Chief Paul
ina, Paiute leader whose warriors,
with other Snakes, terrorized old
Wasco County (photographed at Fort
Klamath, 1865); William McKay, son
of Tom, who was agency physician at
VVarm Springs in the 1860’s and
leader of VVarm Springs Scouts
against Paiutes in 1866-67; Donald
Mc-Kay, Wi11iam’s half-brother, fam
ous for exploits in the Modoc War,
1873; Col. Frank S. Besson, com
mander of Camp Abbott Engineer Re

lplacement Training Camp, 1943-44.

A trainee runs the obstacle course.
-U.S. Signal Corps



l882—Minnie Helfrich (Queen 1968),
Pearl Vanderpool Becker (Queen
1950).

_ 1886—Chas. Montgomery.
\l888—Stella Hodges, Isa Corum Free
"man (Queen 1962).
1889-—Grace Wilson Higgins.
1890—Dr. R.. D. Ketchum (President
1954), R. H. McCallester.
1893—Otha Fleming, Clara Bliss Koe
rug.
l895—Nora Russell McMeen (Queen
1948), Ernest C. Russell.
1896-Grace Bryson, Gertrude E.
Johnson.
l897—Phil F. Brogan.
1898—Dea.nHollinshead, Joe C. Tur
ner, Peggy S. Turner.
1899—Clyde Grater, Neva Weigand
McCaffery, Dorothy Miller McCau
ley, Teressa Monroe Sampels.
l900—Wm. D. Brooks, Gladys Bayn
Cox, Frank Graves, Anna Long Line
baugh, Martha Long, Neva M. War
ner.
190l—Velda Morris Bushnell, Katie
Stephens.
l902—Lillie Bogue Burton, Bertha
Henske Brown, Anna McDonald
Cloer, Cora Bates Creighton, May
Triplett Fryrear, Dvere Helfrich,
Clyde Keever, Veva Schroeder Long,
Marguerite Lyons, Claudia Triplett
Martin (Past Secretary), Lila J. Neff,
Steve Steidl (President 1962).
l903—Lee S. Bogue, Guy Claypool,
Edna Hunt, Helen Filey Krogfos,
Fred A. Lucas, Edith Masten Hollins
head (Treasurer), Betsy Maclnnes,
John N. Maclnnes, Julius Mendenhall,
Thomas A. Poulsen, Cora Sather,
Laurence H. Smith, Margaret Aune
Smith, Agnes Johnson Van Sickle.
l904—Orissa Abbott, Ruth Barnes
(Queen 1974), Frank H. Dayton, John
Franks, Oscar M. Franks, George
Hofstetler, Lois Triplett Holliday,
Freda Clark McDaniel, Velma Ed
wards Moffitt, Ron E. Neff, Harold
Sather.
1905—Beatrice Austin, Carol Boyd
(President 1972, Treasurer 1971),
Chas. VV. Boyd, Edna Boyd Brinson
(President 1950), Frances M. Brisbois,
Ruth Caldwell Coyner, Herbert P.
Eby, Albert B. Estebenet, Glenn
Howard, Loretta Masten Keith, Pau
line Windom King, James McNeely,
Cecil C. Moore (President 1965),
Charlcia Mendenhal Moore, Mildred
Miller Nordeen, Florence Bell Read,
Ida Niswonger Reynolds, Jessie E.
Sichan, Alice Caldwell Webb.
1906—Amanda Anderson, William J.
Burton (President 1953), Rhonda
Hoover Dake, Helen Tweet Evans
(Past Secretary), Ted R. Hoke, Mar
ian Donahue Lytle, Gladys Sanford
McCallester, Blanche \Vilson McFad
den, VVilliam W. Masten, VVilma
Mendenhall Ramsey, Charlotte Hop
per Russell, Fred Sampcls, Martha M.
Sherman, VV. J. Bryan Triplett, Lil
lian VVolfe Van l\‘l8U’(f.
‘907—Deeris Nichols Brown, Mrs. K.

Jfl. Buick, Violet Howard Cox, Lena
Bradley Gowdy, \Villiam J. Hall, Mil
dred Harter, Helen Hclfrit-h, Anne
Boyd Ibison, Claude H. Kcllcy (Pres
ident l9G(), 1961), Hugh H. Kelley,
Leston Linel)au_1h, Byron MC-Donald,
Ida McDonald, A. \V. Pattie, Orville
E. Shults, Glen H. Slack, Harry Spin
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ning, Stella Claypool Whetzel, Susie
Kelley Wolf.
l908—Alvin Cyrus, Mrs. Thomas
Nichols Daron, Ted Emery, Joe Fales,
Lawrence Nicholson, Eloise Spencer
Rasmussen, Dr. Peter F. Rempel,
Edna Skjersaa, LaDessa VValter.
1909—Boise Aune, Nellie Bembry,
Claude Coffelt, Kathleen Corliss,
Martin Culler, Leroy S. Fox (Presi
dent 1951), Sophia Becker Gibson,
Margaret Coffelt Hackleman, Mae E.
Hall, Miriam Triplett Hoover, Rob
ert K. Innes, Rose Hunnell Steidl
(Past Treasurer), Frances E. Thomp
son, William L. Van Allen, Marie Fox
Waite.
19l0—Hope Arstell, Fred E. Atkinson,
Jessie I-Iutchens Burrell, Marion
Smith Edgett, Mable Dahle Franks,
Nellie M. Graffenberger, Volney
Grant, Ralph E. Grimes, Raymond
Gumpert, Alma Yeager Hansen, Les
lie Holmes, Bonnie D. Hollinshead,
Dudley Long, Lorena Long Entriken,
Hazel Thorson McGillvray, Loren J.
Masten, Leona McKay, Herb Meeks,
Dorothy Moore Nelson, Ida Olausen,
Phillip Pitman, Veerland Ridgley,
Frances Roberts, Mildred C. Robi
deaux, Rodney Rosebrook, Eva Stohn
Slack (Queen 1973), Cal. R. Smith,
Richard W. Smith, Bea Spencer,
Chester G. Springer (President 1955),
Margaret Springer, Page Stauffer,
Florence Pitman Stout (Queen 1964),
Dorothy Teater, Izelle Ridgley
Thompson, Alfred Triplett, Alice
Holmes Wilkinson, Elsie Horn Wil
liams, Gladys Meeks Workman.
l9ll—Kenneth C. Bennett, Kathryn
L. Kelley Bennett, Evelyn Crow Cald
well, Henry B. Colver, Virginia H.
Elliott, Beatrice S. Fetzer, Robert H.
Foley, Wilford Fordham, Martha J.
Foss, Lee E. Freeman, Leta Mason
Culler, James A. Harris, Clyde
Hauck, Irma Keeney Henderson, Vir
gil Henkle, Priday Holmes, Emery
Johnson, Edith Gove Junor, Margaret
Ireland Keyes, Elizabeth Evans Loch
rie, Nina Evans Mason, Duncan L.
McKay, Cordon McKay, Georgianna
Benson Martin, Sara Perry Mulhauf,
Arvilla Murphy, Beth Stauffer Smith,
Wm. H. Staats, Mable Foster Sulli
van, James Thompson.
1912—Maud Eaton Anderson, Olaf E.
Anderson, Melvin Barcus, Venne
Wooley Brooks, Winfield J. Creigh
ton, Willard Cyrus, Marie 1. Daly,
Delmer Davis, Elnora Dodson, Albert
Dudley, Catherine E. Entriken, C. O.
Entriken, LaVeme Cove Hanshew,
Catherine Coshow Hoover, Irene
Tweet Houck, George W. Huettl,
Ethel Entriken Jones, Lois Harring
ton King, Mildred Hoover Kuhl,
Leora Connam McNeely, Bernice L.
Masten, Minnie Hoover Miller, Stella
Nelson, Edwin Pease, Homer Slack,
Jewel Prosser, J. Clark Rhodes. Edna
Fox Roats, Maurice F. Roberts, Hazel
E. Sampels, Frances Markell Smith,
Jeannette Keyes Stollmat-k, Amos
Thompson, Marjorie Hoover Tromb
lee, Elmer V\’hipple, Gertrude \\’hip
ple, \Villiam Harold \Vilson.
l9l3—Donna Beasley, Genevieve Ger
rish Boyd, Winnie G. Boyland, Dar
win H. Clark, Vernon Clevenger,
Blanche Larkin Davis, Curtis Dona
hue, James F. Finley, Dorothy Hin

man Franks, Violet Mayne Franks,
Hazel M. Thomas Freeman, M. L.
Freeman, John L. Garske, Laura
Bishop Hansen, Spencer Ketchum,
Murrell L King, Dale McMeen,
Wayne E. Mason, Lloyd Mayne,
Bertha Audrain Mongomery, Cora
Wood Neill, Clarence W. Nelson,
Martin Nielsen, Emil Olson, Pansey
Riedel, Helen Wood Robins, Ruth
Garske Rosengard, Carral Schmidt,
Douglas J. Ward, Laura Lakin Won
ser, Emma Wright.
l9l4—Alice Atkinson, Lena Freund
Bertram, May Better-idge, Alice
Bishop, Vern Blanchard, Craig Coy
ner (President 1956), Vance Coyner,
Irene B. Day, Frances Famham,
Lewis T. Foster, Gladys Boylan Gard
ner, Ben Garske, Lois Make Cumpert,
Ed. Heicher, Faye Harbin Heicher,
Ted Meagher, R. A. Miller, Lena
Freeman Myers, Alzea Heinze Ni
chols, Sylvia K. Petersen, Georgia
Price, Byron A. Stover, Olive Wil
liams, Lillian Van Matre Farrell.
1915-Floyd Abbott, Harvey Brinson,
Viola VVhee.lerBrinson, Ben L. Cook,
J. L. Cook, Viola Donahue, Myra
Symons Edwards, Robert H. Fox,
Eugene Glazier, Marion Schnur Innes,
Viola Harrington Ketchum, Zelda
Honeycutt, Eleanor Lippincott, Ger
ald McCann, Neta Howell McGuire,
Edith E. McLennan, Lucille Brown
Meeks, Helen Mogan, John Megan,
Mary Munier, Marie Loehr Noakes,
Mabelle M. Ogle, Dan C. Renno,
Sarah McCullough Shaw, Carol Bro
bert Snider, Geo. M. Stokoe, Doris
Coombs Thomas, Charlotte Tucker,
Frances E. Walton, Idella Ware.
1916—Esther Bales, Archie Brown,
Esther Buegler, Ethel Bales Elder,
Inez Short Donahue, Laura B. Doug
las, Claire J. Douglas, Gladys Brand
enburg Gilson, Roy Gilson, Madge
Smith Glassow, Ben Graffenberger,
Stanley Graffenberger, Clare M. Grif
fith, Elizabeth Marsden Gulick, Ken
neth C. Gulick, Harold Gutendorf,
Delbert Hale, Joan Helfrich Hale,
Betty Riedel Huettl, Letha Harring
ton Huettl, Mildred Kelley, Jessie
Stookey King, Justin King, Nary Kit
tleson, Otis Lipps, Oreta M. Magill,
Michael Mahoney (President 1973),
Leo Mickel, Bertil Nelson, Hilduer
Scott, Phyllis Marie Thompson, Mabel
Soderstrom Wachter, Mary Ruehr
Werner, Xzie Ketchu Wise.
l9l7—F. M. Alfrey, Lillian Rose Al
len, Viola M. Benson, Blanche Can
non, Wanda Doeoth Heinze Byrum,
John Carter, Jeanne Dubuis, Thelma
Nysteen Eastman, Grace Linton El
der, Carl V. Erickson, Dorothy M.
Erickson, Alfred Forden, Esther Grin
stead, Marian Herbert, Florence Pri
chard Hollenbeck, Evelyn Parsons
Howard, Helen McLaughlin Jensen,
Edith Kostol, Robert E. Lyons, Lucie
Peters McGlumphy Schram, Edward
S. McLennan, Grace Monahan Mar
shall, Hazel Kulstad Munkers, Ella
Richardson Nelson, Anna Nysteen,
Halvor Nysteen, Vernita Parker, Lot
tie Redeman, Harry Skjersaa, Nels
Skjersaa.
l9l8—Gladys Carol Anders, Milton E.
Anderson, Marguerite Hall Boyd,
Nina Crouch, Mae Godard Cyrus, Lee
Erickson, Helen Donavon Hemming
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sen, Eilda Lane Henkle, Ila Silvis
Hopper, Marjorie Grimes, Ross
Houck, Mildred VVanichek McDow
ell, L. V. McMahon, June E. Masten,
Bill Raper, Ermel Scott Ross, Mary
Grace Davidson Scott, Melvin .
Scott, Ted Sprague, Chas. Sullivan,
Helyn Long Van Huffel, Erta Scott
Vaughan, Mae Weber.
19l9—Elsie Allen, Marie Brevold Bar
cus, W. E. Bennett, Vivian Rasmussen
Benson, Harold W. Bradbury, Clif
ford Brown, Sally Erickson Cain,
Virginia Chapman, Millie Rastovich
Chopp, Bert Conklin, Joe Elder, Far
ley J. Elliott, Gordon Erickson, Irene
Wells Foley, Marie Drost Fountain,
Rose Logan Holk, Avon Kittleson, E.
Elaine Rasmussen Langworthy, Rob
ert L. Martin, Tom Merchant, Wil
liam E. Miller, Dorothy E. Nedmw,
James T. Price, Phyllis Raft, Ray Red
ding, Stella Pearl Runge, Irene Urban
Stookey, John Susac, Mollie Taylor,
Evelyn Wanichek Yeoman.
1920-George Ager, Rosemary Cash
man Arbow, Gottlib Baer, John I.
Bell, Eileen Best, Jack Grant Brin
son, Alta G. Cullison, Marguerite
Elder, Gladys Emery, Roberta Linton
Erickson, Florence Filey, Isabelle
Gould, Nell Dugan Graham, Mrs. Ed
ward Cray, Maren Gribskov, Agnes
Crubb (Queen 1971), Ole Grubb
(President 1966), Helmet Gustafson,
Dorothy Mehl Hostetler, Gordon C.
James, Ernest Kallberg, Daniel Kil
gore, Cyrus Kirtsis, Paul A. McCor
mick, Paul D. Montgomery, Sam K.
Morehouse, Emil Nordeen, Abe. Rick
man, Neola Reinhart Ross, Bernice M.
Wagner, Ruby Welcome, Joseph
Werner.

l92l—Florence Bauer, Calvin Boyd,
Argyle Wickersham Brown, Craig C.
Coyner, Jr., Frank Davis, Mary Libel
Foster, Don Jackson, Marie H.
Knight, Tom Larsen, Fred Lieuallen,
Don Miltenberger, Rita Chute O’
Grady, Freda Potter, Vivian Fissel
Raycraft, Elsie M. Roe, Thelma Sat
temsda.hl, Kathryn Orr Terry, Doretta
Nichols Watrous.
1922-Grace E. Abbott, L. G. Bert
ram, Leo Bishop, Mollie J. Bogue,
Kathleen Coleman, Edith Cothrell,
Bessie M. Eby, Lethe R. Foster,
Gladys Garvik, VVm.Giltner, Adelvert
A. Hunter, Lowell A. Jensen (Presi
dent l957), Harold L. Maker, Jr.,
Eileen Meagher, Josephine Moore,
Sharon Moore, Melvin Munkers (Pres
ident 1974, 1975), Harley Owens,
August E. Schuman, Edna C. Shep
ard, June Helgren Slate, VVilliam D.
Smith, Julius Steen, Irl Wagner, De
lores Weston, Dora Weirauch Wid
dows, Agnes L. VVing, Warren \’Vin,rz.
l923—Signe Selfors Baillargon, Ber
nice Brick, Leon E. Devereaux, Jr.,
Erma Ellis, Laura Fisher Emard, Ed
na Fossen. Faye Gilbert, D. N. Gra
ham, LeNeve Graham, Donald T.
Cruhb, Vallie Sharp Hanson, Vivian
Jones Hanson, Corwin E. Heim,
Gladys Kulstad Howard, Frances W.
James, Ivan Jensen. Arthur F. John
son, P. F. Knight, John N. Kulstnd.
Pearl Lechner, Bvron F. Logan, Es
ther M('Gimsey, Lola Pauseh, Arrnes
Plath, Pecrzv Mazill Smvver, Reba
Scott, Dorothy Isham Sullivan. John

(Continued on Page 4)



Page 4 DESCHUTES PIO NEERS' GAZETTE

Association Members
(Continued from Page 3)

K. Susac, Marguerite Joyce Tharp,
Claude C. Vandevert, Jr.
1924—James D. Arbow, .\iary Byland,
Curtis Carlin, Ella May Douglas,
Irene Dyer, Alph C. Hanson, Oscar
Hartwig, Vera M. Livingston Haupt,
Ralph Hollenbeck, Lilly Hollins
head, Marie Craizier Hunt, Sam John
son, Catherine Carlin Mattson, Geo.
N. Nelson, Walt Nelson, Emma Nel
son, Roberta Waldron Nicholson,
Charles Raycraft, Doris Redding,
Gladys Reinhart, Jennie Scott, Ruth
Slack, Ruth A. Stover, Earl B. Weber,
Hilda Weber.
1925——LouiseBerning Brogan, Keith
Clark, Doris Claypool, Neil Davis,
Lois Dearth, Louis Dunlap, Minnie
Adams Dunlap, Marshall D. Fix,
Hugh Fountain, Clifford M. Gam
mond, Hazel Hyde Garrunond, Dee
Klassen, Lucille McMeen, Gladys E.
Nordby, Ole M. Nordby, Robert
Nordby, Reuel O’Leary, Walter F.
Petersen, Jeanice Pursel Raper, Ella
Rasmussen, Ruth Putman Reid, Gus
Roats, Helen Putman Steen, Anthon
Thompson, Olive May \Vaterman.
1926—Mary B. Bradetich, Evelyn
Brookings, Mabel McColm Buxton,
Donna Werner Clark, Irene Rude
Clark, Florence E. Guddat, Patricia
Moore Howard, V‘ValtHoward, Max
ine Lipps, Frank H. Loggan, Thelma
Perry O’Day, Frances O’Leary, Helen
Peak, Irene Ryman, Norman Tharp,
Dorothv B. Vandevert (Queen 1972).
1927—l\lary Putman Davis, Lloyd
Evans, Rosa 0. Foster, Robert Hawes,
Bertie J. Hawes, John Klassen, Lillian
Loggan, Beatrice Olson, Leslie M.
Ross, Martha Vandevert.
I928—Joan Harris Evans, Bernice L.
I-Ioogner, Doris P. Jensen, Ruth Mar
tin, Ivis Nelson, Mable Rosebrook,
Payten A. Shaw, Marvelle K. Smith,

Doris Steele, Shirley J. Susac, Jean
Webster.
I929—James Cain, Olive Reimus
Fordham, Goldie Jackson Grant, Alva
Hammer, Alma Reno Lermo, Cath
arine E. Poulsen, Joann Obernolte
Rickman, Ruth Simonis, Hugh E.
Simpson, Lena Zeek.
l930—Ethel Dugan, Robert Fowler,
Violet M. Hammer, J. Reed Howard,
Louise Simpson, Patricia Christian
Spencer.
l93I—Nathalie DeBilt, Albert W.
Nelson, Evangeline Nelson, Mel 0'
Day.
1932—Katherine E. Bennett, Amelia
Crewse Bromley, Beverely Grubb
Cook, Bertha Gerking Gregorv, Ruth
Barker Grubb, DeVera L. Penhollow,
Ray Spencer.
1933-—Elizabeth Erickson, A. B. King,
Alice Mikel, Genevie Painter.
l934—John DeBilt, Fredora Hall Lin
gerfelt, Catherine Logan, Joanne Van
Sickle.
1935—Benba Anderson, Betty Marie
Hunt Baker, Rex Hanshew, L. R.
(Hap) Halligan, Gladys Foster Halli
gan, Corydon Sanford Lerrno, Jerry
William Rice.
l936—Marie Dunlan. Frances Folev.
Keith F. Langworthv, Rose Laukat
Renno, James Van Huffel.

Membership
Qualifications

"The association shall be composed
of persons who lived within a one
hundred mile radius of the city of
Bend, Deschutes County, Oregon at a
time not less than forty years prior to
application for membership. The wife
or husband of a member automatical
ly becomes eligible for membership in
the Association or direct descendant
of parents who were or are eligible
for membership in the association,
upon the attainment of the age of
thirty-five years.

Associate Members
The following are members who

need to furnish more information to
the Secretary-Please advise your ad
dress and year that you were first in
Central Oregon.

Eugene Allen, Frances Allen, Lee
Allen, Marie Barnum, Otto H. Bauer,
Vivian Norwood Blanchard, Coraliss
M. Bower, Jack A. Bower, Shirley
Boyd, Ilene Brinson, Richard Dean
Bogue Burton, William L. Byrum,
Dorothy Cale, Clara Carlin, Everett
Chase, Lloyd Ellis, Mildred "Dee"
Estabenent, George W. Fetzer, Ger
ald Foster, Solveig Jensen Fox, Esther
Franks, Donna Freeman, Clarence
Gould, Vernon Gould, Ivalee Graffen
berger, Lavelle Grant, Echo Gustaf
son, Clara Haglund, Harry Harring
ton, Dorothy Harrington, Helen L.
Hein, Mary A. Hoke, Sophia Hofstet
ler, Elmer Holk, Bud Holliday, Cath
erine Holmes, John A. Hopper, Max
ine Hunnell, Idamae Huner, Elma
Monroe James, William H. James,
Rena Janes, Harley Jeffries, Estella
Jeffries, Becky Johnson, Margaret
Johnson, Iradell Carter Kilgore, Art
Kohfield, Walter and Rose Kraft, Meg
Kulstad, Gwen Larsen, A. B. Linger
felt, Lloyd Luelling, Thelma Luelling,
Maud Mahoney, Ray L. Martin,
Felice Mayne, Elizabeth McCormick,
Della McKay, Gertrude McFadden,
Gladys McLean, Floyd McLean, Mrs.
L. V. McMahon, Eugene Myers, Opal
Gan Nelson, Dorothy Nettleton, Jodie
Goodwin Nordby, Vera Owens, Dolly
Pitman, Maurine Conklin Ratliff, Paul
Reynolds, Ann L Reynolds, Irene
Ridglev, Barbara Slack Reill, John
Reill, E. Frances Robinson, Kimberlee
Roden, Roy A. Roe, Chris Sattems
dahl, Agdaline Saye, Alice Gove
Schmidt. Virginia Shults, Delores
Slack, Dale Slack, Dolores Smith,
Wm. L. Stollmack, Learice Stevenson,

the 27th Queen of the Deschutes Pio
neers' Association, was born in South
Dakota to Alexander and Hattie M.
Mayne in 1901.

In 1907 the family, consisting of
her parents, two brothers and a sister,
moved west to Raymond, Washing
ton. VVhile there her third brother
was born.

Then in 1913 when the Fort Rock
desert was being settled by home
steaders, the family filed on 160 acres.
The children attended a one-room
school which included all grades. Her
father worked "outside" to support
the homestead venture, while her mo
ther and the children did the neces
sary work required to “prove up."
After three years the family moved to
Bend where all the living members
still live.

Alexander Mayne was a carpenter
and fanner and worked at both trades
until his retirement. Hattie Mayne
operated the Mountain View Hospital
for several years, then had the nurs
ing home on East Third Street until
her retirement in 1952.

Violet and Oscar M. Franks first
met in l9l8 while attending services
at The First Baptist Church; they

Violet Swanson, Margaret Swick, Sid
ney Taylor, Wilma E. Taylor, Eunice
DeBoer Thompson, Collen H. Trip
lett, Stuart J. Terry, Nancy Vande
vert, Jean J. Vandevert, Margaret A.
Vandevert, Helen VVeil, Ruth Kay

Yeoman.
Wilson, L. W. \Vorkman, Forrest;

I976 Memorial List
January—Violet Jefferson.
February —Ruth M. Graves, Zella
Staats.
March—George Amos Hostetler (Pres
ident 1970).
May—George F. Thompson.
lune—William Baer.
]uly—James A. Elder, Frank Ander
son, Joe Slate.
August-Jennie Vodvick,Opal
Sprague, Georgia E. Thom (Queen
1967).
September—Cletas B. Clark, Margaret
Springstube.
October-Fred L. Mahn.
November-—Rose Coleman.
December—K. 0. Buick, Albert Earl
Saye,

The first hotel, meat market, and
livery stable in Prineville were estab
lished by Monroe Hodges in 1873.

The first store in Prineville was
built and operated in 1871-72 by Wil
liam Heisler.

Staff Members
GAZETTE EDITORS:

Keith and Donna Clark

GAZETTE PHOTOGRAPHER:
William Van Allen

MEMBERSHIP ROLL:
Laura Wonser

VIOLET ESTHER MAYNE FRANKS

Pioneers‘ Association Queen
Queen Violet Esther Mayne Franks, Iwere married January 23, 192.1. The

Franks have lived continuously in
Central Oregon.

During World War II the Queen
worked at the ordnance plant and
then for several years for Singer Sew
ing Center and Al’s Drive-In Grocery.

Queen Violet loves the wide open
spaces; in fact, th-e entire outdoors
camping, hunting and fishing. At
home she is always lending a helping
hand to the sick or elderly whether
they are neighbors or relatives.

Her husband was a timber faller
but later worked at service stations,
then sheared sheep for 42 seasons.
Thirteen summers were spent at the
City of Bend water intake, which is
located near Tumalo Falls.

Both are retired now and will cele
brate their 56th wedding anniversary
this month.

Central Oregon’s first water anv._
electric plant began operation in
Prineville in May, 1900.

The first municipal bonds for con
struction of the City of Prineville
Railway were authorized March 3,
l9l6.



Early Orchestra .
(Continued from Page I)

keys made her playing memorable,
recalls that she joined the Hosmer
group in 1924. Paul had a Ricken
backer automobile in which the
jiembers of the orchestra and their
equipment were transported. It was
so crowded that body heat kept
them from freezing on drives to
Lapine or Sisters, though she
sometimes had to warm her fingers
at the dance hall stove before she
could play.

Connie attended Oregon Agricul
tural College, took as many music
courses there as she could before
completing her two years in 1921.
And at college she played for
sorority dances and convocations.
In Sisters there were dances at
Hardy Allen’s Garage and Connie
played for these often.

She recalls going on the circuit
in 1922, to Silver Lake, Paisley,
Lakeview, Klamath Falls, Fort
Klamath, and back to Bend, play
ing every night but Sunday. There
were five members of that group
and she remembers that Harold
Clapp and Everett Eslick were
among them. The players made
$5.00 a night.

In 1924,working for Pacific
Power and Light in Bend, she met
Hugh Amsberry, then a young
printer for Henry Fowler and an
accomplished musician. He inter
ested her in the Hosmer Orchestra,
and in other ways, also, for they
were married in 1924. For more
than 20 years after that they
played for dances, with Hosmer,
with others, and the memory of
their music lingers with many
members of the Pioneers’ Associa
tion.

“The money was good,” Connie
Amsberry recalls, “but the hours
were long. My principal enjoy
ment came from watching people
enjoy themselves. We met so many.
Often, people would come to the
band stand and request their par
ticular favorite pieces. We always
tried to oblige them, and one of
the things I remember in later
years is the number of people who
stopped to say how much they
enjoyed our music.”

After the depression, Hugh and
Connie bought a small five-and
dime store in Independence which
they built into a successful busi
ness. Later they moved to Red
mond where they were variously
involved in mercantile ventures.
Retired now. they live at the Mt.
Angel Towers near Silverton, visit
ing often in Central Oregon with
friends and their daughter Shirley
(Mrs. Kieran Madden) of Redmond.
Both of them continue to love
music and Connie plays still, when
she can.

In Bend the Hosmer Orchestra .
olayed sometimes at the Hippo
lrome.

“vanished now, together with the
sounds of the sweet mellow saxo- '
phone. of the ringing banjo, of the
drum. and of Connie Amsberry’s
famous left hand. banging out the
bass notes in the last three bars of
“My Blushin‘ Rosie.“

whose brick walls have

President Rosebrook, long-time owner of the George Millican ranch on the high
desert, has been active in the pioneer museum in addition to other service to the
Pioneers’ Association. Vice President in 1975, Mr. Rosbrook owns an extensive private
museum which includes Oregon vehicle license plates for every year. Barbed wire,
horse shoes, branding irons, traps are numbered also in his collection. With him is
his wife, Mabel.

Hugh Amsberry Recalls
Travel in Mid-Oregon

A January, 1974, letter from
Hugh Amsberry contains an inter
esting account of early travel in
the 19205. Amsberry. a long-time
printer for both the Bend Bulletin
and the Redmond Spokesman at
various times, relates:

“I spent five days and nights get
ting from Vale to Portland, along
with $150 transportation and lodg
ing. 1 was working in Vale and
was offered a job in Lakeview, and
rather than ride a train for three
days via Nevada I hired a taxi to
take me across country to Lake
view. We left Vale at 8 a.m. and
arrived in Lakeview at 4 a.m. next
morning with a burned—out bear
ing, in spite of the fact that we
used three gallons of oil—and I
drove most of the way because the
taxi man couldn’t keep awake.
After a short rest in a hotel room
I went down to the print shop, only
to be informed that the position
had been filled. The owner was
very sorry about the mixup and
gave me a check for Sl50——S70for
the taxi and $80 for the trip to
Portland.

“Next morning I boarded the
‘stage’ and had to stay over night
in Silver Lake. where the fire
escape was a coil of rope in one
corner of the room. To pass away
the time I started playing a piano
in a little room adjoining the
lobby. and it wasn’t very long be
fore I glanced up and saw a room
full of people, probably the entire

L.._._.
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population of Silver Lake, who
seemed to be enjoying the im
promptu concert.

“Next evening we arrived in
Bend and I boarded the train for
the night trip to Portland. Inci
dentally, the train consisted of an
engine, three cattle cars. one pas
senger car and a caboose.”

Pencil Slat Factory . . .
(Continued from Page 2)

was intended to serve as a mort
gage to secure payment of the
indebtedness.

In May, 1937, legal action in
vested title to the land with the
Hudson Investment Company. This
land, then vacant, was purchased
from Hudson Investment by Dee
Haines in August, 1937.

One interesting idea by the com
pany was to use the juniper ex
cel-sior. aromatic thin strips ac
cumulated by the milling process.
to supply raw material for a sub
sidiary industry — stuffing mat
tresses.

In Redmond. in 1920. interest
in the Bend operation sparked a
rival corporation, the Redmond
Juniper Manufacturing Company.

(Continued on Page 6)

CORRECTION:
Last Year’s Gazette erroneously

titled Bill Staats “W. D.” We knew
better: it is correctly, W. H., pio
neer postmaster whose postal re
ceipts in 1902 averaged 25 cents
a month.

Central Oregon stages leave Hotel Shaniko, circa 1909.
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, poral,
‘Bugler, Dallas:
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Oregon Volunteers . . .
(Continued from Page I)

wife and four little children at
Fort Yamhill Ogn. My wife’s health
is very poor. As my presence is
needed with my family and a ma
jority of my Company is at Fort
Yamhill and the Siletz Blockhouse.
I would most respectfully ask to
be sent to Fort Yamhill Ogn.”

Orders arrived shortly after
wards recalling the men to Fort
Yamhill where they were mustered
out June 30. The Company aban
doned Camp Polk, May 24, with
supplies taken by pack train.
James Shelley wrote that progress
was slow, with mud and rain all
the way to The Dalles, a distance
of 110 miles. They arrived at the
Columbia River settlement on June
3, averaging 10 miles per day. Fort
Yamhill was reached on June 12,
but the actual mustering out did
not take place until the end of the
month.

No other troops were ever sent
to occupy the camp.

In 1918. on the occasion of the
Grand Army of the Republic con
vention in Portland. three sur
vivors of the Camp Polk garrison
met on the street for a brief re
union before marching in the par
ade: James M. Shelley, a retired
travelingand show business
man of Eugene: Thomas Crowley
of Polk County; and J. E. Henkle of
Corvallis. Some of the men had
not seen each other for 40 years.
All three were described in a
news clipping (Oregon Historical
Society Scrapbook 85, p. 24) as
still strong and hearty, marching in
the parade with “their old-time
spring and vigor.”

These are the men who marched
the 150 miles from Fort Yamhill
so long ago to the little wilderness
post on Squaw Creek, along with
rank and place of enlistment:

Charles Lafollett, Captain, Sa
lem: James M. Shelley. Ist Sgt..
Dallas; Ezra C. Wyatt, Sgt, Cor
vallis: Francis M. Sebring, Sgt,
Dallas; Samuel E. Starr, Corporal,
Corvallis; Francis M. Naught, Cor

Dallas; Peter B. Ground,
Charles H. Cox,

Bugler, Dallas. Privates: Jonas Bel
knap, Alexander T. Drisko, Isaac
N. Edwards, Charles Fuqua, J0
sephus Hammer, Colbert Henkle,
Jeremiah Henkle. William Martin,
Henry C. McFarland, William H.
Morgan, John C. Morgan, John J.
Nye, Letts Rexford. Leander J.
Starr, Cornelius B. Starr, Leroy H.
Starr. all at Corvallis; Warren
Birdsdel, Judson P. Bowman. Wil
liam G. Campbell. Thomas Crowley.
George W. Dyer. Albert P. Eddy,
Thomas J. Frier. Isaac W. Hub
bard. Felix G. Nichols. James W.
Richardson, James B. Riggs, Wal
ter J. Sargeant. William Shannon,
John H. Staats. James W. Stewart,
Henry H. Watson. Lewis S. Zum
walt, all at Dallas, Oregon.

The first paved streets in Bend
were Delaware Avenue and Lava
Road, in 1919.



The young ladies are from left to right Marie Pearson, the teacher Clara Bliss, and
Mabel Nowell. Front row, Ted and Carl Pearson, unidentified little girl, a Newell
boy and a Pearson boy. Photo was taken by pioneer Central Oregon photographer,
Oscar Hedlund, in 1913, who also took the photo of the schoolhouse.

--From Dorothy Moore Nelson Collection
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Clara Bliss’ hoolhouse, east of Madras, where she taught in 1913. The building
was later moved and for many years Mrs. Perry Henderson taught at the new
location. Mrs. Henderson, now retired and living at Madras, recalls that she had
students with the names of Delude, Crews and Schmoker. Like so many little school
houses this one is last except for memories. No one seems to remember the number

1 .

CENTRAL OREGON SCHOOL MARM, 1913
By Dorothy Moore Nelson

There was more to teaching
school than just the three “R's”
back in 1913 in rural Central Ore
gon. There were things such as
splitting wood, getting a fire start
ed on a frigid morning and carry
ing the day’s supply of water to
school in a gallon jug. There were
brisk hikes facing a stiff wind over
a trail through head-high sage
brush with the possibility of an
unexpected encounter with a rattle
snake.

A bright young teacher fresh
out of high school and a summer
teaching course at normal school
could anticipate a top salary of
forty-five dollars a month, with
another five for doing the jani
torial work. She was expected to
be on the job by eight in the morn
ing and not to leave until after
four in the afternoon. There were
no fringe benefits. She must set
a proper example at all times. Such
worldlypleasures as Saturday
night dances could completely ruin
a girl’s reputation. There was also
the distinct possibility that the
teacher would “board around” at
the homes of her pupils. She would
be expected to pay cash for this
privilege and to assist the lady of
the house in the evening and on
weekends, and, in all probability,
share a room with at least one
child. There was no privacy.

If the young school marm were
fortunate, she would find the walls
of the house papered with the
Yauth’s Companion which afforded
reading material when life be
came unbearably dull. There were
some drawbacks, however. such as
standing on the dresser holding a
kerosene lamp in hand and at
tempting to read from the ceiling.
Imagine the frustration of finding
the most thrilling part of a story
had been pasted story-side down
on the wall. It is little wonder that
Lea and Perrin’s Sauce was so
highly regarded—not for its con
tents but for the interesting read
ing material on the bottle.

These are things that Clara Bliss
Koenig remembers of her school

teaching days at a little country
school east of Madras. She came to
Central Oregon to teach in the fall
of 1913 and made her home for a
part of the time with a sister and
brother-in-law who had taken up
a homestead there. Although born
at Van. in Harney County where
her mo-ther had been the first post
master, she had lived most of her
life at Bremerton, Washington,
where she graduated from high
school in 1910.

Her school building was func
tional in the most minimal sense
of the word. There was a black
board, a few desks, and a heating
stove. There was no play equip
ment and the restrooms were down
the path. The seven children at
tending came from three families:
Campbell’s, Pearson‘s and Newell’s.
Marie Pearson and Mabel Newell
were both taller than the diminu
tive Clara who had to stand on an
apple box when the school picture
was taken to give the illusion of
being much taller than she really
was.

Quite frequently older children
in a family were kept at home
until younger brothers or sisters
were old enough to send off to
school. Thus, the teacher had to be
prepared to teach all eight grades
and there was often quite an age
span between pupils in a single
grade because of this practice.

Pretty young school teachers did
not go unnoticed by bachelor home
steaders. Staying single was far
more of a problem than getting
married. When a photographer at
tempted to take Clara's picture
with twin mule colts, one young
man vaulted the corral fence and
got into the act, much to her sur
prise and the delight of the audi
ence.

Late in the fall, teachers of the
area attended a county teachers’
institute which was held in Princ
ville in Crook County.

Clara Bliss made the trip by
stage-coach in the company of the
teachers from Haycreek and Grizzly
schools. The stage driver was about
half-drunk and kept leering back

of the district or what ever become of the building.

at the apprehensive young ladies.
His handling his team did nothing
to give them confidence, but noth
ing happened and they arrived at
their destination safely.

Since life in the “outback" was
anything but exciting, Clara wel
comed a chance to spend her week
ends at the Madras Hotel which
was owned by an aunt and uncle,
Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Moore. The
town then boasted two railroad
lines with separate depots, a flour
mill, many livery stables, several
stores and a restaurant or two, he
sides the hotel which was consid
ered the best between Bend and
The Dalles.

Clara taught two terms at this
school. She returned to Bremerton
to teach in city schools there and
in 1918 married Fred Koenig, an
employee of the Naval shipyard
and the son of an Alaskan whaling
captain. Now a widow and retired,
she lives at Bremerton, Washing
ton.

——FromDorothy Moore Nelson Collection

Pencil Slat Factory . . .
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G. E. Dobson was president, Dr.
.1. F. Hosch, vice president, and
L. S. Roberts, secretary-treasurer.
The company anticipated the manu
facture of other juniper items, be
sides pencil slats.

On Friday, July 29, 1921, three
days before the new mill was to
begin its operation, it burned to
the ground, with a loss of $7,000.
An August Bend Bulletin story de
tails the indictment for arson of
a former manager of Bend Juniper
Products Company, and at the time
of the fire, manager of the Red
mond plant. By September‘ the
plant was operating, and the 1924
25 Polk Business Directory for
Deschutes County lists it. The loca.
tion of the first pencil plant has
not presently been ascertained; the
second operated from an old barn
and warehouse originally owned by
the Central Oregon Irrigation Com
pany, near the Oregon Trunk De
pot.

CAMP SIX SCHOOL, TUMALO PROJECT

The April 29, 1914, Bend Bulletin carried the announcement that a new school had
been erected at Camp Number 6 on the Tumalo Project by the families of the comp.
Mrs. A. S. Nicols, wife of the camp engineer, was elected teacher. Notice the
corrugated roofing. From left, back row: Earl Hughes, Ray Green, Lois Clark, Mary
Couch, Mrs. Nicols, John Williamson, Freda Clark, Floyd Surface, Rollie Clark.
Front row: Surface, Leonard Truax, Wilbur Silver, Keith Nicols, Alma
Jaeger, Blanche Silver, Fred Truax, Cleon Clark.

(Photo courtesy and identification: Mrs. Freda Clark McDaniel of Turnalo.)


