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"A: I Iii and dream at evening
Of those day: now pay! and gone
1

1

1

I can xee them now in fancy

A1 they were in day: of yore.”

—University of Oregon Song

Q/{at/tor3 Note
These little true stories of the Northwest have been
written to serve as an introduction to a deeper and more
formal sudy of the history of the Northwest. Through
these stories, written in simple language, the author has
endeavored to arouse an interest in stories of the Oregon
country, and to form a background for a more compre
hensive study. It is the author’s hope that the men and
women of early days will be something more than mere
names to the reader.
'
No attempt has been made to cover every important
event in the history of the Northwest. The stories date
from the time Captain Gray entered the Columbia River
to the coming of the settlers in large numbers.
It is the sincere hope of the author that the children
will enjoy reading these stories to the extent that they will
search out some of the old landmarks and associate them
with early events. This will greatly aid them in remem
bering the history connected with that special locality.
Rut}: Ellsworth Richardson
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Captain Robert Gray
Enters the Columbia River

+
N the Oregon Historical Society’sMuseum in Portland

I

are Captain Robert Gray’s sea-chest,the mirror from

his ship, and a whole case full of dishes and small
articles used by him.
The Columbia, was a sailing vessel of two hundred
thirty tons, eighty-three feet long. She had two decks, a
ﬁgurehead, a square stern, and carried ten guns. The Lady
Washington, a ninety ton sloop, left Boston harbor with
her in October 1787.

They sailed for the northwest coast of North America
to get furs to trade with China for tea and silks. Aboard
were medals of pewter and bronze, and a large number
of new cents and half-cents which the state of Massa
chusetts had coined that year. These were to be used in
trade with the Indians.
—1

The Columbia and Lady Washington sailed south in
the Atlantic ﬁghting stiff gales, rounded the Horn, and
sailed into the Paciﬁc. These were the ﬁrst American built
ships to sail around the Horn. It took them more than a
year to reach the Oregon coast.
In August of the same year Captain Gray landed men
to gather wood somewhere in Tillamook county, the ﬁrst
white men known to set foot on Oregon sail. Later he
entered Tillamook Bay, where one of his men was killed
in a ﬁght with the Indians.
Captain Gray, who commanded the small sloop, Lady
Warlaington, became separated from Captain Kendrick
who commanded the larger ship, Columbia. Captain Gray
reached the Oregon coast first. At Nootka Sound on Van
couver Island, Gray and’ Kendrick met. They built log
shelters and spent the winter there, hunting, ﬁshing, and
‘trading with the Indians. Captain Gray and his men set
up a forge and made thirty or forty chisels from scrap
iron. At one time the Indians traded $8,000 worth of furs
for an old iron chisel. The Indians own tools were of
bone or stone and not very sharp.
When summer came, Captain Kendrick who was in
command of the expedition sent Captain Gray in the
Columbia, on a trip to China, with the furs which had‘
_ been collected during the winter. After trading the furs in
China, Captain Gray returned to Boston, the home port.
He arrived there August 9, 1790, after a voyage of
41,899 miles. The city guns roared a welcome to the little
2__
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Captain Robert Gray Enter: the Columbia River

sailing vessel that had been the first to carry the United
States ﬂag around the globe. The wharf was crowded with
merchants, sailors, soldiers, and citizens to welcome brave
Captain Gray and his adventurous sailors.
General John Hancock, governor of Massachusetts
and first signer of the Declaration of Independence, enter
tained Captain Gray and the oﬂicers of the Columbia.
Attoo, an Hawaiian chieftan who had joined Captain
Gray when he stopped at the Sandwich Islands (now
called Hawaiian Islands) on his way to Boston, was guest
of honor. He walked arm in arm with Captain Gray to
the banquet table. Attoo wore an exquisite cloak of red
and yellow feathers. His helmet was made of the same
gay feathers.
Captain Gray and his men stayed in Boston about a
month. On September 28,1790, the Columbia left Boston
harbor for her second dangerous trip around the Horn of
South America to Oregon. She carried a letter from
George Washington who was then president of the
United States. The second trip was faster by about four
months.
Captain Gray sailed as far north as Alaska. He came
back along the Canadian coast and camped for the
winter at Clayoquot, a harbor on the west coast of Van
couver Island. He and his men built a sloop which they
named the Adventure.
The Indians seemed friendly; the chiefs and their
wives visited the ship every day. The common Indians
4__

were not allowed to go on board; a sentinel was on guard
day and night. Captain Gray was kind to the Indians; he
visited them in their villages, carrying drugs, rice, bread,
and molasses for their sick people.
Later the Indians were not so friendly, and a plot to
capture the ships was discovered. The ships hurriedly
departed and separated. Captain Gray in the Columbia
sailed south. He met the Englishman, Lieutenant Puget
for whom Puget Sound is named. They talked over their
discoveries and explorations. Captain Gray told Lieu
tenant Puget that in latitude forty-six degrees, ten minutes,
he had recently observed the mouth of a river which for
nine days he had tried to enter but could not because there
had been too much wind. Lieutenant Puget suggested that
might be the place he had passed two days before, which he
supposed was just a small river.
Captain Gray sailed on south and into a harbor which
he called Bullﬁnch Harbor. Mr. Bullﬁnch was the head of
the company that owned the ship Columbia. This harbor
is today called Gray’s Harbor. Captain Gray traded with
the Indians there, and then sailed on south.
He felt sure, from the currents, that there was a great
river at that point, where today we know the Columbia
River empties into the Paciﬁc Ocean. The weather was
favorable and he succeeded in crossing the bar on May
19, 1792. He sailed up the beautiful majestic river in the
wilderness, the Betsy Ross type American ﬂag — thirteen
stars in a circle — ﬂoating in the breeze.

‘-5

There was a large Indian village on the north bank of
the river and the ship was soon surrounded by natives in
canoes offering salmon to trade. Their tools were so crude
that they were very eager to trade for nails and chisels.
They gave two salmon for a large nail called a spike.
After sailing up the river for about ten miles, the sailors
ﬁlled the water casks. Then the ship slowly turned and
prepared to leave this unexplored country. Captain Gray
named the river after his ship and called it “Columbia's
river.” He named the headland on the north, Cape Han
cock, and the low sandspit on the south, Point Adams.
Captain Gray did not know that he had entered the
third longest river in the United States. The white men had
long heard of a great river from the Indians. It was spoken
of as the River of the West. Some people called it the
Oregon, which was spelled in various ways.
Captain Gray returned to Boston by way of the Sand
wich Islands and China. He reported to the United States
government his exploration, and told of the great diiﬁculty
he had in crossing the bar when entering and leaving the
river.

Captain Gray had entered the river, named it, and re
corded his entrance.

Lewis and Clark
Explorers of the N art/Jwert

+
HE Lewis and Clark exploring expedition was the

l

first sent to the Paciﬁc Coast by the United States
government. Up to that time, the native Indians
were the only ones who knew much about the Oregon
country, which included not only the state of Oregon as
it is known today but the present states of Washington,
Oregon, Idaho, and part of Montana and Wyoming.
President Jefferson instructed Lewis and Clark to be
kind to the Indians. They took with them a number of
medals to give as presents to Indian chiefs. These medals
had designs of clasped hands, and were inscribed with
the words, "Peace and Friendship.” The Indians seemed
to prize these greatly. Several have been found in Indian
graves.

--7

Lewis and Clark were the ﬁrst white men to cross

North America, between forty-two and forty-nine degrees
north latitude. Forty-two degrees is the northern boundary
of California and Nevada. Forty-nine degrees is the present
northern boundary of the United States.
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark were boyhood
friends and neighbors of Thomas Jefferson. William Clark
was four years older than Lewis. George Rogers Clark,
the famous Indian ﬁghter, was his older brother. While
William was still a boy, the family moved to Kentucky.
Both Lewis and Clark had been young oﬂicers in the
United States army. After Jefferson became president,
Lewis served as his secretary. Jefferson knew Lewis’ ability
as a leader and appointed him ﬁrst in command of the
expedition, and Clark second. The two friends worked
well together.
York, Clark’s negro servant was a member of the
expedition. He was a huge black man dressed in an outﬁt of
baggy blue denim which was tied around the waist with a
red sash. He entertained the party by jigging and cutting
a pigeon wing.
In May 1804 the exploring party made their way up
the Missouri River in boats loaded with arms and muni
tions, bales of presents for the Indians, food, medicine, and
camp equipment. They made slow progress because of
hidden snags, driftwood, and sandbars.
Lewis and Clark spent the winter of 1804-1805 in the
Mandan Indian village near the present town of Bismark,
8.._

North Dakota. They were busy making boats, mending
clothes, jerking meat, and studying the language and
customs of the the Indians. They also had reports to
to prepare for President Jefferson.

Touissant Charboneau, a half-breed living among the
Indians was hired as interpreter. He agreed to go on condi
tion that he could take his squaw, Sacajawea, with him.
Clark called her an "interpretess.” She proved much more
valuable to the expedition than Charboneau. In the early
spring a baby boy was born to Sacajawea, and she carried
him on her back as well as her share of the load.
Sacajawea was a Shoshone who had become separated
from her people after a battle. The Shoshones lived farther
west than the Mandans, so she was familiar with part of
the country through which Lewis and Clark must pass. Her
brother was a Shoshone chief. When the expedition
arrived in the Shoshone country be welcomed his long lost
sister and gave valuable aid to Lewis and Clark.

In the spring some of the soldiers returned east with
letters and boxes of rocks, plants, stuffed birds and animals
for President Jefferson. The rest of the expedition consist
ing of regular United States soldiers, Kentucky volunteers,
hunters, York, Charboneau, Sacajawea, and the little
papoose started west over a route beset with dangers and
hardships.
At one time a canoe upset scattering valuable papers
and instruments in the river. Sacajawea plunged into the
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muddy waters and was able to rescue some of them. An
other time Sacajawea and her baby were almost drowned by
a cloud burst. They had taken shelter from a storm under
an overhanging cliﬁ’ along a creek. The water rose so
rapidly that it was only with the greatest diﬂiculty that they
were able to reach higher ground. Some days they all faced
starvation, and several times it was necessary to kill a horse
for food. In spite of the great dangers only one man died
on the entire trip.
After crossing the mountains on foot and on horseback,
they ﬁnished their journey, as they had begun it, in boats.
They paddled down the Clearwater, Snake, and Columbia
Rivers, in dug-out canoes. In their diaries they wrote that
they camped on the island (Government Island). The
lower end of this island is now East Portland. They found
fine timber, wild grains, and immense ﬂocks of waterfowl
—geese, ducks, cranes, and plovers.
In the middle of November 1805 they reached the
mouth of the Columbia. They had gone down the north
bank and camped near a Chinook village, opposite the
present site of Astoria. This was probably the same Indian
village which Captain Gray had seen more than ten years
before. After waiting several days for the weather to clear
they crossed to the south bank and selected a spot for their
winter quarters about six hundred feet from the river
sheltered by a thick grove.
Clark traced a diagram of Fort Clatsop upon the
elkskin cover of his field book. This has been preserved
10-—
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Sacajawea wit/J Lewi: and Clark Stop to View the Country

and shows Fort Clatsop was about ﬁfty feet square, with
an open space twenty by forty-eight feet in the center
which was used as a parade ground. Barred gates opened
to the west. The south side was divided into four living
rooms, two of them with ﬁreplaces. On the north side was
a three room log cabin with a ﬁreplace in each room. The
ﬁreplaces were built of stones, sticks, and mud. The log
huts were tiny and windowless. The roofs, which were
thatched with brush, leaked. According to all accounts,
the winter Lewis and Clark spent at Fort Clatsop was very
rainy. Fort Clatsop was so named for a local tribe of
Indians.

The fort itself was built of split spruce or ﬁr timbers.
The fort was not large not elaborate, but it kept the men
and their supplies dry. A huge ﬁr stump was allowed to
stand in the cabin where Clark lived. He used this for a
table. On this he drew his maps of the rivers and
mountains over which the expedition had passed. His lap
writing desk had been destroyed on the way out when the
horse, which was carrying it, plunged over a cliff.
All of the men had special duties assigned to them.
Some worked at the salt cairn a few miles from the fort;
others hunted, for they had few supplies except what they
could procure for themselves; some had guard duty; some
kept the fort supplied with wood; some kept the cabins
neat and clean; others cured the skins of the wild animals
which the hunters brought in; still others made clothing
and moccasins of elk skin, Wllldl is much stronger and
12—

more durable than deer buckskin. A few of the men were

sick and unable to work part of the time.
Lewis and Clark had $669.50 worth of Indian gifts.
Some of the items included in their trading goods were:
six packages of paper bells, 2,800 assorted ﬁsh hooks,
forty-eight ruffled calico shirts, twelve dozen pocket look
ing glasses, ﬁfteen dozen pewter looking glasses, forty
seven and one-half yards of red ﬂannel, ﬁve hundred
brooches, thirty-two lockers, eleven dozen pocket knives,
eleven packages of handkerchiefs, twenty-two yards of
scarlet cloth, and one dozen ivory combs.
Many Indians visited the men at Fort Clatsop. Among
the Indians were Coboway, the chief of the Clatsops
and Delashwilt, the chief of the Chinooks. When Lewis
and Clark left they gave each of these chiefs a certiﬁcate
of good character to show to any white man whom they
might meet.
Lewis and Clark bought furs with beads. They had
many red and white beads, but only a few blue beads,
which were the kind the Indians prized the most. Besides
skins, the expedition traded for food —- wapatoes and
other roots, dried berries, and ﬁsh. In February there was
a run of candleﬁsh, or as they are called today, smelt. The
Indians called them candleﬁsh because, when dried, they
were so oily they could be used for candles.
Sergeant Gass, who was with the expedition, wrote in
his journal that, between December 1, 1805, and March
20, 1806, the men of the expedition killed one hundred
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thirty-one elk and twenty deer. Venison and ﬁsh were their
chief food.

Lewis and Clark built Fort Clatsop near the mouth
of the Columbia River, so they could explore the river
with canoes, and also watch for an ocean going ship
which would take them east. They wished to be near
the ocean so they could obtain salt. The Indians told
them of a number of different ships which had come to
trade with them, but all the time Lewis and Clark were
at Fort Clatsop no ship appeared.

The expedition had run out of salt before reaching the
Columbia. They were unable to buy it from the Indians
of the northwest because they did not use salt. These
Indians were satisﬁed to get their salt from the ﬁsh and
wild animals they ate. There were no deposits of salt,
nor salt springs, near the mouth of the Columbia.
The salt makers kept a pot of ocean water boiling day
and night, but could obtain only about two quarts of salt
a day. One reason for this was because the salt cairn was
near the mouth of the Necanicum River, and because of
this, the water was fresher than ordinary ocean water. On
February 20, 1806, the salt makers returned to Fort
Clatsop with twenty gallons of salt. Twelve gallons of the
salt were saved for the trip back east.
On March 23, 1806, the. expedition abandoned Fort
Clatsop. Lewis and Clark gave the fort and its furniture
to Chief Coboway. Lewis said in his journal, "He has

14

been more kind and hospitable to us than any other
Indian in this neighborhood.”
Lewis and Clark left fastened to the wall of Fort

Clatsop a brief statement of the expedition and a list of its
members. They also gave a copy to the coast chiefs, with
instructions to give it to the ﬁrst white man they met.
Some time later the brig Lydia entered the Columbia,
and the faithful old chief Coboway gave the document,
left him by Lewis and Clark, to Captain Hill. Captain
Hill took it east by way of Canton, China; but by the
time it reached its destination in the Eastern United
States, Lewis and Clark were already there and could tell
their own story.
On March 16, 1806, Lewis wrote in his journal: "Two
handkerchiefs would contain all the small articles of
merchandise which we now possess. The balance of the
stock consists of six blue robes, one scarlet robe, one uni
form artillerist’s coat and hat, ﬁve robes of our large ﬂag,
and a few old clothes trimmed with ribbon. On this stock

we have to depend wholly for the purchase of horses, and
such portion of our subsistence from the Indians as it will
be in our power to obtain. A scant dependence indeed for
a tour of the distance before us.”
On the journey home they even traded the buttons off
their clothes, and empty medicine bottles, for food.
Lewis disbanded his corps in St. Louis and then went
to see President Jefferson in Washington D. C. He bought
a new uniform, and a new three cornered blue and white
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military hat while in Washington. He returned to his old
home in Albemarle, Virginia, a famous man, after sixteen
years absence. His mother, grown old and feeble with the
years, was still living on the old plantation.
President Jefferson appointed Meriwether Lewis
governor of the Louisiana Territory. V/illiam Clark was
made Indian agent; both were stationed at St. Louis. Two
years later, Lewis died while on a trip to Washington,
D. C., to see President Jeﬂerson about the publication of
his valuable journals. He was still a young man.

16

John Jacob Astor
The Founder of Astoria

+
column, built on the high point of land overlooking
3IT Astoria there is a one hundred twenty-ﬁve foot
the city. It has a spiral frieze of pictures painted
around it on the outside, depicting early scenes of Oregon
history. The descendants of John Jacob Astor and the
Great Northern Railroad, gave the column to the city of
Astoria.

When the Northwest Company heard that John Jacob
Astor planned to enter the fur trade of the Northwest,
they secretly sent a surveyor and scientiﬁc man, David
Thompson to locate a trading post before Astor’s men
arrived. They had two reasons for doing this: first, they
wanted all the Northwest fur trade; and second, they did
not want a United States citizen to get a foothold in the
Northwest. .
7:217

David Thompson was an astronomer surveying a route
overland. His journal is ﬁlled with mention of the stars.
The Indians called him Koo-koo-sint, the Star Man. His
telescope and scientiﬁc instruments were a source of great
wonder to them.

He had made other trips west and established forts for
the Northwest Company. His present trip was for the pur
pose of surveying a new route to the coast from the North
west Company’s forts located in what are now the states of
Montana, Idaho, and Washington. The old route had
been through the land of the hostile Blackfeet. It was
cheaper to transport furs to England by ship from the
Paciﬁc coast than to carry them overland and ship them
from New York.

After visiting some of the forts of the Northwest
Company he went from Spokane House to Kettle Falls,
where Fort Colville, a Hudson’s Bay post, was later built.
There he launched a canoe and went down the Columbia to
the ocean. He reached the mouth of the Columbia several
months after Astor’s men who had arrived on the Tonquin
had established a trading post which they called Astoria.
The men sent overland by Astor under the leadership of
Wilson Price Hunt suffered terrible hardships and came
straggling in months later.
an

an

an:

an

an

as

John Jacob Astor was born in the village of Waldorf,
near Heidelberg, Germany, July 17, 1763. When he was
sixteen years old he went to London and joined an elder
18—

brother in the manufacture and sale of musical instru
ments. After three years in London, he decided to come to
America. He brought a small stock of musical instruments
to this country to sell. On his way, he met a dealer in
furs who advised him to sell his musical instruments and
invest the money in furs. Astor took the dealer’s advice,
took the furs to London, and sold them at a great proﬁt.
As soon as he returned to America, he engaged in the
fur trade in the Great Lakes region, which was then a
sparsely settled country. In 1803 the Louisiana Purchase
opened up a new territory for him. The Louisiana Purchase
was understood to include all the vast unknown region
drained by the Mississippi River. The United States paid
ﬁfteen million dollars for it, or about two and one-half
cents an acre.
Astor decided that the entire watershed of the

Missouri was now open to Americans, and closed to
Canadians. In fact, he thought that the Americans had a
clear title through to the Pacific. If this were true, then a
trading post at the mouth of the Columbia River would
command the fur trade of China. You will remember

Captain Gray, an American, had discovered the Columbia
River in 1792, eleven years before the Louisiana Purchase.
Astor's scheme was to send a ship at regular intervals
from New York with all the necessary goods for the
Indian trade, supplies for a fort, and a corps of outﬁeld
trappers. After discharging this cargo at Fort Astoria, at
the mouth of the Columbia, the ship was to take in the
—19

furs on hand here, then proceed up the northwest coast,
visiting all the stations of the Russian Company. After
securing a ships cargo, he planned to proceed to Canton,
China, to sell the furs, and take on a cargo of tea and
Chinese goods for New York City. It was a grand scheme,
and the beginning of the ocean going commerce for
Oregon.
Astor offered to take the Northwest Company into
partnership, and give them one—thirdinterest; but the
Canadians refused, and sent out David Tompson.
Just to give you some idea of the vast number of
valuable furs taken out of the Paciﬁc Northwest, let us
glance through a partial report of the Hudson's Bay
Company for the year 1835:
"Beaver
79,908
Otter
15,487
Silver Fox
910
Other
Muskrat

Bear

Foxes

....................................................
..8,7 10

.........................................................
..1,111,616

4, 127

Mink
17,809
Swan
4,703”
And these are just a few of the animals killed in one
year by one company. No wonder there are no more wild
swans. The early settlers all mention great ﬂocks of them.
The Tonquin, Astor’s ship was given safe conduct out
to sea by the historic old battleship, Constitution, (the
same ship which visited Oregon in 1933). The Tonquin,
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Fort An/‘atriaNear the Mom}: of the Columbia

after an uneventful journey of six months and two weeks
around the Horn, arrived at the mouth of the Columbia
in a storm on March 22, 1811. She carried thirty-three
passengers and a crew of twenty-one men. All of these
men were connected with the Paciﬁc Fur Company,
Astor’s organization.
During a storm, seven white men and a number of
Kanakas (natives from the Hawaiian Islands) were
drowned while trying to sound out the bar in a small
boat. Finally, the Tonquin itself tried the bar. As if by a
miracle, it drifted safely over and into Baker's Bay.
There the livestock, which had been purchased in the
Sandwich Islands on the trip to Oregon, was landed and
penned.

I

The men spent seven days exploring the north and
south banks of the Columbia before they ﬁnally agreed
on Point George for the site of the fort and trading post.
Lieutenant Broughton had visited this point in 1792 and
named it Point George. The city of Astoria is now located
there. To Duncan McDougal and David Stuart is due the
honor of locating the city of Astoria.
On the twelfth day of April, twelve men of the
Tonquin landed at Point George with tools and pro
visions and began the erection of the fort. Trading, fort
building, and ship building now commenced in earnest.
The Chinook Indians were friendly and gave the white
men what assistance they could. They supplied Astor’s
men with fish and game.
2Z—

The Tonquin sailed north to the west coast of
Vancouver Island. The captain had trouble with the
Indians. The ship blew up mysteriously, killing all the
white men except ﬁve who escaped in a canoe but were
later slain, and about two hundred Indians who swarmed
the decks. In some unknown way the powder magazine
had been ﬁred.
The men at Astoria had received news, through the
Indians, that Thompson was on his way overland.
However, they were greatly surprised one noon, in the
middle of July, 1811, to see eight white men in a large
canoe, ﬂying the British ﬂag, sweep down the Columbia
around Tongue Point, and make straight for Astoria. As
the canoe touched the little wharf, a distinguished look
ing gentleman stepped ashore and introduced himself as
David Thompson. He frankly told them why he had come
to the northwest. He was treated courteously by Astor's
men.
When he returned, some of the men from Astoria
went on a trapping expedition, and accompanied
Thompson up the river as far as the Dalles.
The Chinooks had decided to take the Indian trading
goods belonging to the Paciﬁc Fur Company by force, and
not work for the whites any more; but an Indian

betrayed his tribe for a red shirt and told McDougal
about the plot to steal the trading goods. McDougal was
in command at Astoria. He frightened the Indians by tell»
ing them he could read the stats, and that if they didn’t
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bring beaver skins, he would let the small-pox out of a
little bottle which he showed them. The next day they
brought many skins.

After two years of proﬁtable business in the Oregon
country, Astor was compelled to do one of three things:
ﬁght, sell out, or withdraw. Congress had already
declared war on England. This war is known in history as
the war of 1812. The war prevented Astor’s ship Enter
prixe from leaving New York harbor, and delayed the Lark
which was wrecked on the way to Astoria. This left the
Astorians without goods to trade. The Scotch men of the
Northwest Company were British subjects. The Astoria
goods, furs, and equipment, were sold to the Northwest
Company.
When the American ﬂag was hauled down at Astoria
on December 12, 1813, the name of the post was changed
to Fort George. The British manager said that Tongue
Point would now become the Gibralter of America.
The whole country west of the Rocky Mountains,
from the California line to Alaska, was now, so far as the
fur trade was concerned, under the control of the North
west Company of Canada. So it remained until 1821.
They abandoned Fort George in 1825. It was burned by the
Indians, but was restored a few years later and used as an
outpost by the Hudson’s Bay Company. The Hudson’s Bay
Company controlled the fur trade on the Paciﬁc coast from
1821 until 1846, when the treaty which settled the
boundary line was signed.
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Dr. McLoughlin
Cbief Factor of the Hudson’: Bay Company at Vancouver

+
OHN McLoughlin was born on a farm about 120

J

miles from Quebec, Canada, on the St. Lawrence
River. His grandfather Fraser, a rich and important
man, lived nearby. John and his brother, David, often
visited their grandfather for a week or more at a time. They
met many very interesting inﬂuential men there. John and
David learned much about their own country and Europe
from their grandfather’s guests. Grandfather Fraser had a
splendid library and liked to read aloud to the boys when
they were too youngto read to themselves.
John McLoughlin did not attend school for very long,
but was considered a well educated man, due largely to his
grandfather’s training. When he was sixteen he began to
study medicine. After a few years he received the title of
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doctor. He soon decided, however, to give up the practice
of medicine and become a fur trader entering the employ
of the Hudson’s Bay Company.
In 1824, when he was about forty years old, he became
chief factor or manager of the Columbia department for
the Hudson’s Bay Company. The Columbia department
included the vast area west of the Rocky mountains be
tween California and Alaska. His family probably moved
west with him. It is thought that they spent the winter at
Fort George (Astoria) and moved to the new post at Fort
Vancouver in the spring.
Dr. McLoughlin was a very large man, more than six
feet tall, broad-shouldered, well proportioned and strong.
He had clear blue eyes and heavy dark hair which turned
gray at an early age. Mrs. McLoughlin was part Indian, but
had received some education at a convent in Quebec. It is
said she was a ﬁne looking woman and a good Wife and
mother. She was a widow with several children when Dr.
McLoughlin married her.
There was a large family of children, but blue-eyed
Eloise and David, the youngest of the family, were Dr.
McLoughlin’s favorites. Eloise and her father often rode
horseback together. Eloise had one of the ﬁnest horses on
the Columbia. It was a blond cayuse which had been
presented to her father by the great chief of the Walla
Wallas. Mrs. McLoughlin had a dappled blue-gray and
white horse called Le Bleu. When Le Bleu was young he
once galloped seventy-two miles in eight hours. The ladies’
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saddles were decorated With little bells that tinkled as the
horses trotted along the forest trails.
David was about four years old when his father became
chief factor at Fort Vancouver. He and his brothers went
to school at Fort Vancouver when they were little. Later
David was sent to study in Paris where his uncle lived at
the time.
Dr. McLoughlin was a very important person in the
Oregon country, ruling over old Fort Vancouver like a
knight of old. Fort Vancouver, established in 1825, was so
far from civilization that they had to raise or make most of
their supplies. Mrs. Marcus Whitman called it “the New
York of the Pacific.” For years the “Big White Chief's”
word was law, but he ruled so wisely and so well that there
was no war with the Indians while he ruled the Oregon
country.
The Hudson’s Bay company was a powerful English
fur company owning forts built for protection, trading, and
bases for supplies. Fort Vancouver was the largest and
strongest in the Oregon country. It was at first located
about a mile from the river, but in 1830 it was decided it
would be more convenient to have it on the river so it was
moved. The enclosure was about 750 feet long and 450
feet wide. The Stockade, which was twenty feet high, was

made of ﬁr posts sharpened at both ends. These were ﬁtted
closely together, driven into the ground, and then braced
on the inside. At each corner there was a bastion with
cannon, and in the center were more cannon. The wall had
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two gates with heavy brass padlocks which locked with
huge keys.

The cannon were there to showthe Indians that the
white men were ready to use them if the need arose; but
Dr. McLoughlin ruled so well that the cannon were used
only to salute ships, returning fur brigades, or distin
guished guests.
Like an ancient castle, there were houses and shops
inside the walls. The chief factor’s mansion, oﬂices, shops,
warehouse, a school, a chapel, and a powder magazine
were all within the walls. In 1837 there were thirty-four
buildings within the stockade. The powder magazine was
built of stone and brick which had been shipped around
the Horn of South America.

A large brass dinner bell on a tripod covered by a
slanting roof stood in the center of the enclosure. The bell
was sounded at ﬁve o’clock in the morning which was the
signal for the laborers, milkmen, and clerks to begin their
day’s work. At eight o'clock it called the men to breakfast,
and so the day started with military precision.
Near the center of the enclosure stood the chief factor’s
mansion. This was a large two story building, well built
and painted white. The front steps were in a horseshoe
shape and led to a vine covered porch. Within the horse
shoe was a twenty-four pound cannon mounted on a ship's
carriage. On either side of the cannon was a mortar gun
and a small pile of shot. This armament commanded the
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main entrance to the fort. There was never any need to use
it, but it impressed the Indians.
The chief factor’s mansion besides many bedrooms
contained a huge dining hall. One side of the dining-room
wall was almost covered with a large map of the northwest.
There were no white women at Fort Vancouver and the
men always ate alone. Men servants served the several
course dinner. Dr. McLoughlin sat at the head of the long
table, his head oﬂicers all dressed in their best on either
side of him. The others were seated in the order of their

rank and importance. The table was set with the ﬁnest cut
glass, rare china, and silver decorated with the Mc
Loughlin coat-of-arms. Fruits and vegetables from the ﬁne
garden, milk and cream from the dairy, fresh meat from
the farm, bread and pastries from wheat raised and milled
on the place, were all served at this outpost of civilization.
Many distinguished guests from Canada, the United
States, and England were entertained by Dr. McLoughlin
at Fort Vancouver. The Lees, the Whitmans, the Spald
ings, and other missionaries, ship captains and mates, army
and navy officers, and of course the chief oﬂicers from all
the other Hudson’s Bay Company’s posts dined with Dr.
McLoughlin. During the meal a Scotchman in kilts walked
up and down the dining hall playing on bagpipes.
At Bachelor’s Hall the oﬂicers and clerks gathered
before the huge open ﬁre on long winter evenings to visit,
smoke, or read. The walls of the hall were decorated with
curios of the northwest. A good library was maintained at
30—
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all of its posts by the Hudson’s Bay Company and new
books were sent out from England every year.
The beautiful garden, mentioned by N arcissaWhitman
and others in their diaries, was outside the stockade. It was
tended by an old Scotch gardener named Bruce. Besides the
garden, there were a number of buildings outside the stock
ade. A cooper’s shop, where barrels were made for ship
ping ﬂour, salt, and ﬁsh, was an important building. A ﬂour
mill and a saw-mill were located a short distance from the

fort on the Columbia River. Flour was shipped to Alaska
and lumber to the Hawaiian Islands.
Mr. William A. Slacum, who was sent out by President
Jackson in 1837 to investigate the Oregon country, re
ported that there was a village of forty-nine buildings out- ‘
side the fort occupied by the Indian servants and their
families. He estimated that there was a population of
about eight hundred at Fort Vancouver at that time.
There were many Hawaiians employed at the fort.
After Fort Astoria was abandoned, about sixty Hawaiians
who had worked there moved to Fort Vancouver. They
were considered good hunters and boatmen. The men at
the fort liked to have the Hawaiians entertain them with

singing and dancing after the day’s work was done.
In 1835 the Rev. Samuel Parker who has been called the
"Plug-hat missionary" because he dressed like a city min
ister and wore a plug hat and gloves in the frontier Oregon
country, wrote: “at Fort Vancouver there are four hundred
horses, two hundred sheep, forty goats and three hundred
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hogs.” He also wrote that Fort Vancouver harvested, “ﬁve
thousand bushels of wheat of the best quality I have ever
seen, one thousand three hundred bushels of potatoes, one
hundred bushels of barley, one thousand bushels of oats,
two thousand bushels of peas, and a large garden."
Dr. McLoughlin was a great story teller. One of his
favorite stories was about the clever way one of his factors
made bear skins the stylish carriage robe. “At one time," so
the story goes, “we had a store-room full of bear skins that
we couldn’t sell. One of our factors selected several ﬁne
large skins and presented them to a royal duke. His lord
ship put them in his best coach and drove to court. Soon
every titled man in England wanted bear skins and We
didn’t have enough."
Dr. McLoughlin is sometimes called the "Father of
Oregon.” His portrait hung with the other governors in the
old capitol at Salem which burned several years ago.
After he resigned as chief factor of the Hudson's Bay
Company and left Fort Vancouver he became a United
States citizen. In 1846 he built a home at Oregon City of
ﬁnished lumber which was shipped around the Horn.
‘Besidesthe home itself, there was another building which
was used for a kitchen and a home for the Indian servants.

The old McLoughlin home is still standing and at present
is being restored and made into a permanent memorial.
In the later years of his life Dr. McLoughlin was a
familiar ﬁgure in Oregon City. He could often be seen
walking down the single business street of the little town,
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wearing his beaded Indian moccasins and swinging his
large gold headed cane. His long white hair hung about
his shoulders beneath his high beaver hat. He usually wore
a long blue coat with a double row of brass buttons, a buﬁ‘
waistcoat and dark trousers.

A few years after Dr. McLoughlin left Fort Vancouver,
the old fort was torn down and a new one built. The new
one is owned by the United States government and is in use
today. Captain Bonneville helped survey it in 1853.

John Ball
The First School Teacher in Oregon

+
coast of North America, in the Oregon country
the northwest
was veryﬁrstschoolof
at the Hudson’s anykindon
Bay Company’s
fort at
Vancouver. Fort Vancouver had been built several years
before a school was established.
The ﬁrst school teacher was John Ball, who crossed
the plains with Captain Nathaniel V/yeth’s ﬁrst expedi
tion to Oregon in 1832. Twenty-five men joined Wyeth’s
expedition in the east, but fourteen either deserted or
turned back after they left Independence, Missouri. The
men in the group with John Ball started out from
Missouri well supplied and well provisioned; but they
had two ﬁghts with the Indians, and suffered every trial,
danger, and hardship known to reckless men.
They reached Fort Vancouver the twentieth day of
October, 1832. They were destitute; their clothes were in
rags and tatters; they had no money and were starving.

THE
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They knocked at the gate of Fort Vancouver and asked
for food, clothing and shelter. Under the leadership of
Nathaniel Wyeth, this party of eleven men had come to
Oregon to put the Hudson's Bay Company out of busi
ness. But when they reached Oregon, they either had to
starve to death or ask the English company for aid.
Big—heartedDr. McLoughlin, called “White-headed‘
Eagle” or “Big White Chief” by the Indians, could not
see men starve when he could prevent it so he invited
these Americans into the fort.
If a large group of Americans could cross the plains
and mountains to Oregon, others would be likely to come.
It was a serious matter to the English. The Americans
might menace their power in the northwest.
Nathaniel Wyeth and John Ball were given rooms at
the fort and invited to eat at Dr. McLoughlin’s table.
Such food for hungry men: soup, roast duck, pork,
salmon, potatoes, turnips, biscuits, butter, cream, apple
pie, and cheese.
John Ball writes in his journal: “We were received at
the fort as guests without talk of pay. I asked the Doctor
for employment . . . After some urging he said if I were
willing he would like to have me teach his sons and some
other boys at the fort.”
So John Ball, the Yankee school-master, became
Oregon’s first school teacher. He commenced teaching at
Fort Vancouver November 17, 1832. This was the first
school west of the Rocky Mountains.
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His pupils were two dozen half-breed Indian children
of all sizes, ranging in age from six to sixteen. The first
day of school his pupils came in, each one speaking his
own language: Cree, Nez Perce, Chinook, Klickitat, and
the like. Only one of the pupils could understand the
teacher.
John Ball was a good teacher and all the pupils
learned to speak some English. Several of them learned
to repeat Murray’s Grammar by heart. Some learned all
the problems in the arithmetic book and for review co-pied
the whole book. These written copies were used for
school books, for thereuwas only one printed copy at Fort
Vancouver.
In his diary John Ball wrote: “I found the boys docile
and attentive, and they made good progress. The doctor
(Dr. McLough1in) often came into the school and
seemed well satisﬁed and pleased. One day he said, ‘Ball,
anyway, you will have the reputation of teaching the ﬁrst
school in Oregon.’ So I passed the winter of 1832 and
1833.”
Before John Ball began teaching school, and just a
few days after he arrived in Oregon, he went in a canoe

with ﬁve other men to the mouth of the Columbia River.
He wrote in his diary about this trip: “We met a com
pany’s sloop (Hudson’s Bay Company) and often passed
Indians singing as they paddled their canoes along . . .
I urged the men to go with me to the ocean beach, but
they declined. So I went alone to look at the broad Paciﬁc
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. . with nothing between me and Japan. Standing on
the brink of the broad Paciﬁc . . . was the happiest hour
of my long journey. There I watched until the sun sank
beneath the water. Then by the light of the moon, I
returned to camp, feeling I had not crossed the continent
in vain.”
~John Ball was not only the first school teacher in
Oregon, but he was the ﬁrst American citizen to produce
a crop of wheat in the Oregon country. He was assisted in
several ways in raising this crop. Dr. McLoughlin gave
him seed and loaned him farm implements which he
transported by canoe to French Prairie, a fertile section
ﬁfty miles up the Willamette River from Fort Vancouver.
In his diary he wrote, "My farm was one-half mile along
the river and extended to California.” He caught a span
of horses with a lasso on the prairie. After making a
harness from deerskin, he had this team for plowing and
later for building his cabin. This wheat crop was raised
in 1833.

He built a log cabin with a roof of bark. His friend,
Mr. Sinclair, who came with him in the same Wyeth
expedition, lived with him most of the winter. John Ball
suffered a great deal with ague and, "having seen the
country and the climate," he decided to go back east as
soon as a ship arrived.
In the fall of 1833, John Ball, with four men from
the Wyeth expedition, took the ship Dryad for the
Hawaiian Islands. The ship stayed in Golden Gate harbor
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almost a month taking on cargo. John Ball continued on
to the Hawaiian Islands and then shipped on the whaler
Nautillur for Massachusetts. They had a very stormy
voyage and stopped in Rio de Janerio for repairs. There
Ball transferred to the United States Schooner Boxer as

ship’s clerk under Lieutenant (afterwards Admiral)
Farragut. After an uneventful trip, John Ball ﬁnally
landed at Norfolk, Virginia. It had taken him almost a
year to make the trip from Oregon.
He settled in western Michigan and founded the city
of Grand Rapids. He was elected to the state legislature
and took an active part in school affairs. The people of
Grand Rapids loved and respected him. He lived to be
eighty-nine years old. In his will, John Ball gave to the
city a park which is named in his honor.
an

an
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John Ball, the youngest of ten children, was born on
a farm in New Hampshire. He had very little schooling
when a child, but when he was twenty years old, he .
studied with the minister, worked on farms in the summer
and taught school in the winter. In this way, he prepared
himself for college. He graduated from Dartmouth in
New Hampshire.
John Ball worked hard for his own education in New
Hampshire, crossed the continent to teach the ﬁrst school
in Oregon, and moved to Michigan where he helped pass
better school laws.
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Jedediah Smith
American Fur Trader

+
men ever to enter the Oregon country from the

JEDEDIAH
Smith and his party were the first white
south. In fact, he was the ﬁrst American ever to
reach California by the overland route. Like all the other
early white traders and trappers in the Oregon country,
he appealed to Dr. McLoughlin when he needed help.
Smith and his men were American, and rival fur traders
too, but that did not stop Dr. McLoughlin from helping
them when they had a ﬁght with the Indians and lost
everything, as happened on one occasion.
In 1827, Jedediah Smith and his party of more than a
dozen men went into Southern California in search of new

fur trapping territory. The Spanish governor ordered
them out of California. They travelled northward along
the coast until they reached the Urnpqua River. The
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home of the Rogue River Indians was in the beautiful
Rogue River valley, but they wandered over the whole
region west to the Paciﬁc Ocean. The Umpqua, Coos, and
Coquille tribes near the coast were dominated by the more
powerful Rogue River Indians.
When Smith and his party arrived at the mouth of the
Umpqua, the Indians seemed friendly, so they camped
there for the night. While they were on the beach, some
hostile Indians stole their only ax. That was only the
beginning. The white men recovered the ax later in the
day and punished the thief.
The next day while Smith was away from camp on a
short scouting trip, the Indians attacked those in camp.
Only two escaped. One of them was Arthur Black, who
had just ﬁnished cleaning his gun so had it close at hand.
He fired on the Indians and escaped by swimming the
river and hiding in the woods. The other man, John
Turner, the camp cook, was a very large strong man. He
seized a huge ﬁrebrand, beat off several Indians and
escaped. He was fortunate enough to meet Jedediah Smith
in the woods. All the other men were killed and all of
Smith's valuable furs stolen.
Black made his way north along the coast. The Tilla
mook Indians were friendly; they fed him and showed
him the way to Fort Vancouver.
He arrived at Fort Vancouver in the night. D_r.
McLoughlin took the exhausted Black in, ordered a fire
built and warm food brought. Dr. McLoughlin,listened to
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his story. He decided that the Indians must be punished
for their attack on the white men.
By the next day Dr. McLoughlin had his plans made.
Early in the morning he sent trusted Indian runners with
gifts of tobacco to the Indian chiefs, ordering them to
search for Smith and his party. He offered a reward for
the safe return of Smith and promised punishment if he
was harmed.

‘

Later in the day Dr. McLoughlin was preparing to
send a force of armed men to hunt for Smith and the
stolen furs, when to his great surprise, Smith and Turner
came wandering into the fort. They were hungry and
bedraggled, bareheaded and barefooted, and their clothes
in tatters. They had been living on camas roots, snails,
berries, and whatever they could find to sustain life.
An armed force was sent out at once to recover the
furs when Smith was found safe. They carried sealed
orders to be opened only after they met the Indian fur
traders. Dr. McLoughlin did not want his plan for re
covering the furs to leak out. The orders were for them
not to mention the massacre, to invite the Indians to bring
furs to trade, then to separate the furs with the American
mark on them, and after they were all collected to refuse
to pay for the American furs.
The scheme worked. Smith's furs, valued at about
$3,200, were recovered from the Indians to whom the
thieves had sold them. The Hudson’s Bay men refused to
pay for them. This made the Indians angry, and they
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fought the Indians who had stolen the furs from Smith.
This was a happy way for the white man to settle the
trouble. The Hudson’s Bay men also recovered some of the
baggage, a journal written by one of Smith's men, and a
few horses.
Jedediah Smith was glad to sell the furs to Dr.
McLoughlin, and to pay the Hudson's Bay Company a
small sum for the two weeks it took the force to recover
the furs.
Jedediah Smith was a rough, but loyal American fur
trader. He was born in New York state and had thirteen
brothers and sisters. It was necessary for him to earn his
own living when he was only thirteen years old. His first
important job was that of a freight clerk on a boat on
the Great Lakes. After a few years he went to St. Louis,
which at that time was the headquarters for fur traders.
There he became interested in the fur trade and in later
years was a great trader.
He was an ardent Methodist, said his prayers every
day, and always asked a blessing before each meal. It is
thought that he is the one who inspired the Indians to go
to St. Louis for the white man’s Bible, which was the
direct cause of the coming of the missionaries to Oregon.
Jedediah Smith and Dr. McLoughlin became great
friends. They were both able, courageous and loyal to their
companies.
Winter had set in by the time the Hudson’s Bay
men had returned from the Umpqua River region with
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Smith’s furs; so Smith, Turner, and Black were forced to
spend the winter at Fort Vancouver. There was no chance
to leave for the east until the departure of the March
express.
On the Way east Jedediah Smith and his companion
Arthur Black expected to meet David Jackson and Willimn
Sublette, partners in Smith's fur company, at a trapper’s
rendezvous. They misunderstood the meeting place, and
Jackson waited at Jackson’s Hole while Smith waited just
over the Teton Range at Pierre’s Hole. Jackson at last
fearing that Smith was in trouble, sent Joe Meek, the young
scout, to look for him. Meek soon located him and in a
short time a large group gathered to hear his report on
conditions in the Oregon country.
Jedediah Smith said that Dr. McLough1in had treated
him so kindly that he would respect the claims of the
Hudson’s Bay Company to all the territory west of the
Rockies, and trap only on the Missouri River watershed.
Misfortune seemed to follow Jedediah Smith. While
still a young man he made a fortune in furs with which he
planned to educate his younger brothers and sisters. How
ever, he soon lost most of the money. He expected to
make his home in St. Louis, but he liked the excitement of
trapping and trading in the unsettled west and on May 4,
1831, he again started west on what proved to be his last
trip.
This time he left Independence, Missouri, for Santa
Fe, with ten wagons; other traders, including two of his
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brothers, were in the group. The wagons contained silks,
velvets, and other luxuries for the well-to-do Spaniards
in Santa Fe. Mules, gold, or silver were given in exchange
for the goods.

While crossing the waterless plain to scout for water,
he and a friend started out in opposite directions. Smith
found a few small pools of water. He and his horse drank
their ﬁll and then started back to tell the rest of the
company of their ﬁnd. Suddenly he found himself_ sur
rounded by Comanche Indians. He put up a good ﬁght
and killed several Indians before they succeeded in killing
him. They waved blankets to confuse him, and ﬂashed
light in his eyes with mirrors to blind him.

The wagon train had gone on and struck the main
branch of the Cimarron River. Soon after they arrived at
Santa Fe, some Mexican traders offered to sell a riﬂe and
two silver mounted pistols to the party. Jedediah Smith’s
brothers were in the group and recognized them as having
belonged to their brother. They learned that the Mexicans
had obtained them from some Indians. The brothers re
traced their route and found ]edediah’s body at the edge
of a small branch of the Cimarron River with a
Comanche lance in his back.
Jedediah Smith had left some maps and journals in St.
Louis, which were unfortunately destroyed by ﬁre. He
had planned to publish the journals telling the story of
his eight years wandering in the west. With the proﬁts he
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wanted to buy a farm in Ohio and settle down. He was
only thirty-three years old when he was killed.
Jedediah Smith has two rivers named for him—-onein
Oregon, and one in California. The Smith River in
Oregon ﬂows into the Urnpqua at a point opposite Reeds
port, where all but three of his party were massacred by
the Indians in 1827.

Captain Bonneville
United State: Soldier and Explorer

+
HE Bonneville Dam on the Columbia River,

I

forty-three miles east of Portland, is close to the
spot where legend says the Bridge of the Gods
fell into the river. The dam is being built to form a lake
forty-two miles long which will act as a reservoir to hold
the water at a certain level all the year round. This will
aid navigation, prevent ﬂoods, and give water for power.
The dam is being built at the site of Oregon's main ﬁsh
hatchery, Bonneville.
'
It was named Bonneville in honor of Captain Benja
min Louis Eulalie de Bonneville, an American soldier,
trader, and explorer who came to Oregon in the early
days. He was an oﬂicer in the United States Army. After he
graduated from West Point he was stationed at army posts
in New England, Mississippi, Arkansas, and Texas.
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In 1825, ten years after Bonneville graduated he was
chosen as escort for the Marquis de Lafayette on his visit
to the‘United States. Lafayette, the French nobleman, was
much loved by the Americans because of the distinguished
service he rendered America during the Revolutionary

War.
Bonneville was born near Paris, France, but came to
America with his parents when a child. He was delighted
to accept Lafayette’s invitation to return to France with him
for a visit.
After Captain Bonneville’s visit to France, he was
assigned to army posts in Indian Territory, which later
became the state of Oklahoma, and Missouri. In 1832 he
obtained a two year leave of absence from the army in
order to explore the Oregon country. He was absent
almost three years, during which time he sent no report
to headquarters. He was considered dead, and his name
taken off the lists.

Washington Irving, the man who wrote The Legend
of Sleepy Hollow and Rip Van Winkle, knew Captain
Bonneville and wrote a book about him. Washington
Irving knew John Jacob Astor, too, and also wrote a book
about him. He met Captain Bonneville at Astor's country
home.
Irving describes Captain Bonneville as a strong man
of medium size, with pleasant black eyes, and a high fore
head. He says that when Bonneville wore his hat he
looked young, but when he took it off and showed his
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bald head, he looked much older that he was. Irving says
he was “modest, frank, and with a gentleness of manner
and soft tone of voice.” It is hard to think of Bonneville
as a mild mannered man.
Bonneville was an excellent scholar, and Well ac
quainted with Latin and Greek. He was fond of reading
and could often be seen in summer, seated under one of
the trees on the Battery, or in the portico of St. Paul's
Church on Broadway in New York City, his bald head
uncovered, his hat lying by his side, and his eyes on the
page, unconscious of the crowds passing by.
With Bonneville as leader, a party of one hundred ten
men left Fort Osage on the Missouri River in May, 1832.
Most of these men had been in the Indian country before.
There were French and American trappers and several
Delaware Indians in the expedition. Fur traders usually
travelled with mules and pack horses on inland expedi
tions, but Bonneville took wagons.
Trackless wilderness over open plains stretched for
miles and miles. The expedition’s chief diﬂiculty occurred
in crossing the deep ravines cut through the prairies by
winter torrents. When they came to one of these it was
often necessary to dig a road down the steep banks, and
sometimes to build a bridge. Bonneville thought that if
the baggage could be transported in wagons it would save
a great deal of delay. It took considerable time to pack
the horses every morning and unpack them again at night.
Fewer horses would be needed, and there would be less
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risk of them running away or being carried off by
Indians. Wagons would be more easily defended and
might be used for fortiﬁcations in case of attack.
Bonneville started with twenty wagons, drawn by
four mules or horses each, and laden with merchandise,
ammunition, and provisions. These were arranged in two
columns in the center of the group. A fur trading
company had taken wagons as far as the east slope of
the Rocky Mountains two years before. Bonneville was
one of the first to cross the Rockies with wagons. However,
he was obliged to abandon them at Green River, in the
present state of Wyonﬁng.
' Most of Bonneville’s party had already experienced
the wild freedom of savage life. Their very appearance
and equipment exhibited a piebald mixture, half civilized
and half savage. Many of them looked more like Indians
than white men in their garb and accoutrements. Their
horses were caparisoned in barbaric style with fantastic
trappings, somewhat as we see them in circuses or the
movies. There were bright colors everywhere, ——orna

mental harnesses, fancy saddles, tassels, bells, feathers,
and bits of bright yarn.
The outset of such a band was always joyous. As they
passed the straggling hamlets and lonely cabins that
fringed the outskirts of the frontier, they would startle
the inhabitants with Indian yells and warwhoops, or enter
tain them with grotesque feats of horsemanship, well
suited to their half savage appearance. In most of the
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cabins lived men who themselves had been in similar

expeditions; they therefore, welcomed the travelers as
brother trappers, invited them into their homes, and
wished them Godspeed.
Bonneville met Nathaniel Wyeth, who was on his
second trip to Oregon. In his party were Jason Lee and
his nephew Daniel Lee, Thomas Nuttall, the Harvard
scientist, and J. K. Townsend, a naturalist from Phila
delphia.
Captain Bonneville also met several other groups of
trappers along the trail who directed him. Naturally, in
those days he met many bands of Indians, but he had no
serious trouble with them. On December 19, he made
camp on the north bank of the Salmon River in the
present state of Idaho where the hunting was good. The
Nez Perce Indians lived there. Bonneville found them to
be honest and friendly. He built a rude fort there and
spent the winter.
Christmas dinner was eaten in the wigwam of an
Indian chief. Beautiful dressed skins were spread on the
ground. Upon these were heaped an abundance of
venison, elk meat, and mountain mutton, with various
bitter roots for seasoning.
Many times Captain Bonneville and his men were
near starvation. At one time Bonneville cut up his plaid
coat which the Indians greatly"admired, and made turbans
and scarfs of it. He traded these for dried ﬁsh and venison.
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Once Captain Bonneville almost broke up a meeting
by carelessly taking off his hat and thus showing his bald
head while he was smoking the peace pipe with some
Indian chiefs. The Indians had never seen a bald headed
man before. They became quite excited, rubbed his head,
and wanted to know who had scalped him. After that they
called him "The Bald Headed Chief.” In later years he
wore a wig.
Bonneville stayed in the Oregon country about three
years. He was probably the ﬁrst white man to go into the
Wallowa country. He made a map which was much used
by later travelers. After he returned east he fought in the
Mexican War.
In 1853 he again came to Oregon. He was stationed at
Fort Vancouver with the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. He

did the surveying for the celebrated old fort when it was
converted into an army post for American soldiers. He
died in 1878 at Fort Smith, Arkansas. At the time of his
death he was the oldest officer in the United States Army.
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Nathaniel Wyeth
Oregon’: First Salmon Packer

+
ATHANIEL Wyeth, a young man from Boston,
who worked for one of the ﬁrst large ice ﬁrms
in the United States, decided to lead an expedi
tion to Oregon. He thought he could make money in two
ways, by trading in furs, and by packing and shipping
salmon.
In 1832 he got together twenty—twomen whom he
trained for ten days on an island in Boston harbor to
harden them for the overland journey. He also sent a ship

around the Horn to the Columbia River with salmon
packing equipment.
The expedition went from Boston, Massachusetts to
Baltimore, Maryland by boat. At Baltimore they changed
to the new Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. They went sixty
miles westward on this. Then they went down the Ohio
River to the Mississippi and from there to St. Louis;‘and
——53

thence up the Missouri River to Independence. Four men
deserted the party on the way.
At Independence, Wyeth met William Sublette, the
famous trapper. They agreed to travel together as far as
Pierre’s Hole in the high Rockies. After they were well
started, seven more men became discouraged and left; the
remaining eleven decided to go on; John Ball, Oregon's
ﬁrst school teacher, was one of the eleven men to reach
Oregon. When the company, after many hardships, ﬁnally
reached Fort Vancouver, they learned that the ship which
was to have met them with the supplies had been wrecked
in the Society Islands.
The men in Wyeth’s expedition were released when
the loss of the ship was learned. Wyeth did not give up
the idea of fur trading. He spent the Winter at Fort
Vancouver and was treated courteously, even though it
was known that he intended to head a rival fur company.
In the spring he went up the Columbia River with a party
of Hudson’s Bay Company’s men. They met Captain
Bonneville in the Flathead country. Later Wyeth met
Milton Sublette, a brother of William, on the little Big
Horn River in Montana. They travelled together down
the Missouri River to civilization. Wyeth contracted with
Sublette to bring out three thousand dollars worth of
Indian trading goods for Sublette’s fur company, known
as the Rocky Mountain Fur Company.
Wyeth reached Boston in November. He raised
enough money to send another ship around the Horn to
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Oregon. After three months, he started west again. At
Independence he met Jason Lee and his party whom he
agreed to guide to Oregon. There were about seventy in
the entire party.
The Rocky Mountain Fur Company, at the Green
River rendezvous, refused to buy the goods which Wyeth
had brought out at Milton Sublette's direction. Wyeth
was very angry, but not discouraged. He continued along
the Oregon Trail to the Snake River. There he built Fort
Hall. Wyeth wrote that they made "a ﬂag from some
unbleached sheeting, a little red ﬂannel, and a few blue
patches.”
On Sunday, July 29, 1834 Jason Lee preached a funeral
sermon for a Hudson's Bay Company’s man who had been ,
killed in a horse race. This was the first sermon preached
by a Protestant minister west of the Rockies.
Jason Lee and his party hurried on with the Hudson's
Bay Company’s party. Wyeth built the fort and left men
in charge. He then proceeded to Fort Vancouver, reaching
there September 14, just as the little ship, May Dane,
which he had sent around the Horn, arrived in the
Columbia River. This ship had been struck by lightning
on the western coast of South America. It had been
delayed three months and arrived too late in the fall to
set up the salmon packing machinery that year.
Wyeth, still not discouraged, located a farm about
ﬁfty miles up the Willamette Valley and set three men
to work. He then built Fort William and several good
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log houses on Wapato (Sauvies) Island and raised the
American ﬂag over the post when it was completed. He
set coopers to work making barrels for the spring salmon
pack.

Wyeth spent the winter trapping in the Deschutes
country. He became very ill and lay in the snow with little
food or shelter. When he was able, he returned to his
farm.
The salmon catch was very small that spring and only
half a cargo was dried and salted. The May Dacre re
turned to Boston in 1836.
The powerful Hudson’s Bay Company had built Fort
Boise to compete with Fort Hall, so W/yeth's proﬁts were
small. He sold Fort William and Fort Hall to the English
company and returned to Boston where he became the
head of the same ice company for which he had worked
four years before.
It was not until many years later in 1866 that V/illiam
Hume built a cannery on the Columbia river for preserving
salmon. The methods used at that time were very crude.
All the work was done by hand. The tinsmith could only
turn out a few dozen tin cans in a long working day. Even
the finished product was not very high quality. The in
dustry which Nathaniel Wyeth visioned more than a
hundred years ago has grown to be one of the most im-.
portant on the Paciﬁc Coast.

The Rev. Jason Lee
And Hz’:Minion

+
some Indians worshipping and told them that
religious trapper, probably Jedediah Smith, saw
their mode of worship was all wrong. He told
them that the white men had a book of Heaven, called the
Bible, which told how to worship the Great Spirit, and
all about the country where the Great Spirit lived.
Lewis and Clark had visited these Indians thirty years
before. The older Indians remembered them. The Indians
3

held a council meeting and four of them (Nez Perce and
Flatheads) decided to go to St. Louis to see William Clark
who was then Indian agent, and get one of the white man’s
book of Heaven.
The visit of the four Indians created quite a stir in
missionary circles. The following appeared in an old
religious magazine called Zion’s Herald, dated March 22,
1833: “Who will respond to the call from beyond the
Rocky mountains? . . . We are having a mission estab
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lished there at once. Let two suitable men live With them

(Indians), learn their language, preach Christ to them,
and as the way opens, introduce schools, agriculture, and
the arts of civilized life . . . Money shall be forth
coming . . . all we want is men. Who will go?”
The Reverend Wilbur Fisk, who wrote the above, was
the president of Wesleyan College at Wilbraham, Massa
chusetts. Jason Lee had graduated from Wesleyan and
was waiting for a vacancy in the missionary ﬁeld among
the Indians in Canada when Dr. Fisk wrote to him and
offered to put him in charge of the Oregon Mission. Jason
Lee was willing to be superintendent of the mission for
the Indians in Oregon. His nephew, Daniel Lee, and Cyrus
Shephard were appointed his assistants.
Dr. Wilbur Fisk and Jason Lee went to Boston to
talk over the conditions in the Oregon country with
Captain Nathaniel Wyeth who had just returned from his
ﬁrst trip to the Columbia River. He had taken two Indian
boys east with him. Meetings were held and the sum of
three thousand dollars was collected to start the mission.

One of these meetings was held at Peoria, Illinois. Due
to Lee’s talk the ﬁrst immigrants to Oregon came from
Peoria in 1839. At that time there were forty-nine white
men in Oregon.
The Methodist missionaries came west in Captain
Wyeth's second expedition. Some of the trappers in the
party crossing the plains objected to having a preacher in
the group. But Jason Lee, six feet tall, physically strong,
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a good mixer, and a Christian with religious training,
soon won their respect.
At Fort Hall, in our present state of Idaho, Jason Lee
in 1834 delivered the first sermon ever preached by a
Protestant west of the Rockies.

The missionaries with the rest of the party, pressed on
westward, until they reached Fort Vancouver, that haven
of rest for all early pioneers. They stopped at Fort
Vancouver, and Dr. McLoughlin advised Lee to establish
his mission in the \Willametre Valley. He also advised him
to teach the Indians religion and at the same time show
them how to live more comfortably. Dr. McLoughlin
furnished Jason Lee and his party with boats, boatmen,
and provisions.
Jason Lee chose a site for the mission on the banks of
the Willamette River, near the present city of Salem. The
location is today called Mission Bottom. There Lee built
a log house, thirty-two feet by eighteen feet. Until the
mission was finished, the Indian children met at the home
of Joseph Gervais on French Prairie. Many of the children
died of measles, diphtheria, and other diseases the first
year.

Three years later, in May, 1837, a party of mission
aries came to Oregon by way of the Horn. They had been
sent to help Lee. One of the group was Anna Maria
Pitman, a devout and charming woman who became Mrs.
Jason Lee on June sixteenth. The newly arrived mission
aries were welcomed at Fort Vancouver and word was sent
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to the mission of their arrival. Jason Lee hurried at once by
canoe to Fort Vancouver.

The little home to which Jason Lee took his bride was
only a two room log cabin. The crevices between the logs
were stuffed with moss; the puncheon ﬂoor was covered
with Indian mats; the chimney was made of sticks, clay,
and wild grass mixed; the hearth was of baked clay and
ashes; the four small windows were covered with dried
deer skin which had been oiled and stretched tight.
After Jason Lee had been in Oregon four years, he
went back east. He went as far as the mission at The
Dalles by canoe, and the rest of the way on horseback. He
stopped several days at Wail-lat-pu and visited the
Whitman’s.
On September ﬁrst, at the Shawnee Mission near
Westport, Missouri, he was overtaken by a messenger,
sent by Dr. McLoughlin, with a letter telling him of the
death of his wife and infant son.
V

In spite of his great grief, Jason Lee went on to New
York. He told the people there that the great need was
for Christian families to act as examples to the Indians
and to show them the white man’s method of living.
Just before leaving New York for Oregon, Jason Lee
married again. With ﬁfty other persons, Lee and his bride
left New York, October 3, 1839, on the ship Lausanne.
To reach the Methodist Mission established by Lee in the
Willamette Valley, they sailed from New York city,
around the Horn of South America to the Hawaiian
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Islands, and then up the Columbia River to Fort
Vancouver. They arrived at Fort Vancouver on June ﬁrst,
and ﬁnished the long journey to the mission up the
Willamette River by canoe.
Jason Lee and Marcus V/hitman were both criticised
by their respective Mission Boards, who said that they
were more interested in colonization of the country than
they were in Christianizing the Indians. Both men on their
trips east aroused much interest in the Oregon country,
and as a result, wagon trains with settlers crossed the
plains in 1842 and 1843. These were the beginning of the
great migration to the west.
In 1840 there were about ﬁve hundred settlers, men,
women, and children, between Salem and Oregon City.
Lee’s second wife died leaving a baby girl named Lucy
Anna Maria Lee. Soon after his wife’s death, Lee again
went east to preach and to get colonists. The Board of
Missions decided to close the mission. The mill, the live
stock, and all the mission property in the Willamette
Valley were sold.
Jason Lee, broken-hearted at being removed as super
intendent of the Oregon mission, returned to his old
home at Stanstead, Canada. He died there at the age of
forty-one.
Jason Lee’s mission school became Oregon Institute.
Today the school he founded in 1842 at Salem is called
\Willamette University. It was the first university west of
the Rocky Mountains.
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Dr. Marcus Whitman
And His Mission

+
HE Reverend Samuel Parker and Dr. Marcus
Whitman were sent by the American Missionary
Board to the northwest to look over the country

and bring back reports. They liked the country and found
the Indians friendly. On this first trip, which was made
the year after Jason Lee started his mission, Dr. Whitman
went only as far as Green River, in the present state of
Wyoming. The Reverend Parker continued on to Oregon,
and then returned east by way of the Hawaiian Islands and
the Horn of South America.
The next year, 1836, Whitman came to Oregon to
stay. The American Board of Missions thought the
journey was too long and the task of starting a mission
too hard for one couple, so they sent the Reverend
and Mrs. Spalding with the Whitmans. Both the Whit
mans and Spaldings had been recently married.
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An old church magazine tells of Mrs. 'Whitman's
leave taking:
“The voice of Miss Prentice (Mrs. Whiunan) was of
remarkable sweetness. She was a graceful blonde, stately
and digniﬁed in her bearing, without a particle of affec
tation. When preparing to leave for Oregon the church
had a farewell service and the minister gave the well
known hymn:

"Yes, my native land I love thee well;
All thy scenes I love them well;
Friends, connections, happy country,
Can I bid you all farewell?

"The whole congregation joined heartily in the sing
ing, but before the hymn was half through, one by one
they ceased singing, and sobs were heard in every part of
the great audience. The last stanza was sung by the sweet
voice of Miss Prentice alone, clear, musical, and unwaver
ing.”
As soon as the ice had left the Ohio River, Dr. and
Mrs. Whitman, the Reverend and Mrs. Spalding, two
Nez Perce boys whom Dr. V/hitman had taken east, a
helper named W. H. Gray, and two teamsters, went by boat
down the Ohio River to the Mississippi River and landed
at St. Louis. The American Fur Company was outﬁtting
an expedition at Independence, Missouri. It was a large
expedition made up of two hundred men and six hundred
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animals. They had promised to take Dr. Whitman along,
as on his former trip he had given them valuable aid. But
now when they heard he was bringing two white women
in his party, they said, "Can't be bothered,” and the big
expedition started off without the Whitman party.
When Dr. Whitman heard this, he did not know what
to do. The Reverend Spalding wanted to turn back, as it
would be impossible to make the journey alone. Mrs.
Spalding cast the deciding vote by saying, “I have started
for the Rocky mountains and I expect to go there.” Dr.
Whitman decided to push on and catch up with the big
organization before it reached hostile Indian country.
Mrs. Whitman rode horseback most of the way, while
Mrs. Spalding, who was not strong enough to ride horse
back such a long distance, rode in the wagon. Marcus
Whitman was the first to bring a wagon over the
mountains beyond Fort Laramie. On the building in
Philadelphia, which is the headquarters of the Board of
Christian Education of the Presbyterian Church in the
United States of America, is a statue of Dr. Marcus Whit
man. This shows him standing beside a wagon wheel.
The Reverend Spalding seemed to catch every disaster
that came along. At one time a Missouri mule kicked him
off the ferry boat into the river; another time a Kansas
tornado lifted both his tent and his blanket oﬁ him and
left him shivering in the cold.
After a month’s hard travelling, they caught up with
the big expedition at the fork of the Platte River. There
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were several reasons why it took them so long. They had
lost a day or two deciding what to do, and then too, they
always rested on Sunday. When they ﬁnally did catch up
with the expedition, the old plainsmen admired the
courage of the women so much, they permitted them to
join the larger group.
Of course the ﬁrst thing they did when they reached
Oregon was to go to Fort Vancouver. The Scotch doctor
and the Yankee doctor discovered that they had much to
talk about. Both were frank, open, and generous. Dr.
McLoughlin gave Dr. Whitman much useful advice about
the Indians. Winter was coming on so the women stayed
at Fort Vancouver until the men had the missions ready.
Whitman’s mission was at Waii-lat-pu, which means the
place of rye grass. It was twenty-ﬁve miles from old Fort
VC’allaWalla and about six miles from the present city of
Walla Walla. Spaldings’ mission was called Lapwai. It
was on the Clearwater River about one hundred twenty
miles east of the Whitman mission.

In Mrs. Whitman’s diary we ﬁnd this entry about the
new mission, dated December 26: "We arrived here on
the 10th. Found a house reared and lean-to enclosed, a
good chimney and ﬁreplace, and the ﬂoor laid . . . No
windows or doors, except blankets . . . We had neither
straw, bedstead, table, not anything to make them of
except green cottonwood."
The ﬁrst three years the Whitman Mission prospered
and the Cayuse Indians, whom the missionaries taught,
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were friendly. Large numbers of English and Canadians
were coming into the country. Dr. Whitman told his wife
that he must go to Washington to see what he could do
to save the country for America.

About that time the Donation Land Law was passed
by Congress. This law gave free land to settlers in the
Oregon country and brought many settlers from “the
states.”

When Dr. Whitman returned from his trip to Wash
ington, he found that the Indians had changed and were
decidedly unfriendly. The Indians didn’t like to have so
many white people come because they would farm the
land and kill the wild animals which the Indians de
pended on for food and pelts. Dr. McLoughlin advised
the Whitmans to abandon their mission and take shelter
at Fort Vancouver, but they decided to carry on at the

mission.

Everything seemed prosperous; the crops had been
harvested and a heartfelt Thanksgiving had been cele
brated with about a hundred settlers who lived near the
mission. Then without warning, the Indians struck the
very ones who were working for their good.
Dr. Whitman had just returned from reading a burial
service for an Indian, when two or three Indians asked
him for medicine. As he started to pour the medicine, he
was struck on the head with a tomahawk. Mrs. Whitman,
who was upstairs, heard the commotion and rushed down.
She was slain as she knelt by her husband. Fifteen others
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were killed, and ﬁfty carried into captivity. The Whit
man’s one little daughter had been drowned a number of
years before, so now the whole family was wiped out.
The mission was abandoned. More and more white
people came and with them law and order. For a few
years they had trouble with the Indians. The government
established forts and sent soldiers to the Oregon country.

The Linchpin Wagon
Permission to Reprint Granted

+
Oh, the linchpin wagon
What memories it recalls
Of the days when I gazed
On the mountains afar,
As it ground through the sand
And the alkali dust—

The linchpin wagon
With its bucket of tar.

How the smell of that tar
In my nostrils still lingers;
How softly, yet ﬁrmly,
It stuck to my ﬁngers;
How jolting that wagon
How tiresome that jar——

That linchpin wagon
With its bucket of tar.

When the red man attack’d us
And ﬁred on the train,
It made us a breastwork
Again and again.
’Twas a bedroom at night
And a refuge in war
That linchpin wagon
With its bucket of tar.
A couch for the sick

The halt and the lame—
It carried our grub
And blankets and game.
Our women and children
It brought from afar,
That linchpin wagon
With its bucket of tar.
The bed of this wagon
A ferry boat made.
In the heat of the day
It was sought for its shade;
But now ’tis replaced
By an auto’bi1ecar
That linchpin wagon
With its bucket of tar.
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The Lincbpin Wagon
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The old pioneers
Will remember the test

That this wagon withstood
In their journey out West;
And always will love it,
Though the time be afar——

This linchpin wagon
With its bucket of tar.
-—-CARSON C. MASIKBR
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Joseph Watt
Builder 0]‘tlae First Woolen Mill in Oregon

+
ROBABLY the first sheep to reach Oregon were two

P

sheepbrought to the mouth of the ColumbiaRiver

by John Jacob Astor's ship Tonquin.
One of the earliest records of sheep in Oregon was
made by John Ball, Oregon’s ﬁrst school teacher. He wrote
a letter to his parents dated Vancouver, February 25, 1833.
In it he said: "This is a post of the Hudson's Bay Company
which extends its trade in furs from Canada to this place.
Here they have extensive farming operations, raise wheat,
corn, peas, potatoes, . . . and have cattle, sheep, and hogs."

Many of the sheep at Fort Vancouver were brought
from England. Narcissa Whiman, Dr. Marcus Whit
man's wife, who came to Oregon with her missionary
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husband kept an interesting diary which has been pre
served. Mrs. Whitman and Mrs. Spalding were the ﬁrst
white women to cross the plains to Oregon.
Mrs. Whitman mentions sheep in her diary, written in
1836 during her stay at Fort Vancouver while she was
waiting for the mission at Waii-lat-pu to be built. She
wrote that there were many sheep, goats, swine, hens,
turkeys, and pigeons at Fort Vancouver. She also says
they milked between ﬁfty and sixty cows, and had butter
and cheese in abundance.

In 1841 there were a few sheep at the Whitman
Mission. These had been brought from the Hawaiian
Islands.
In 1842 Jacob Leese brought a ﬂock of nine hundred
sheep from California. They were imported for the
production of wool but the quality was poor. The wool
was coarse and all shades from white to black. One of the

drivers of that ﬂock said: “We had only seven guns
among us and we had to ﬁght Indians every day until we
crossed the Rogue River. We lost twenty sheep crossing
the Klamath River, but the loss was made up by the lamb
increase on the way. We needed four to eight pack horses
to carry the lambs along in panniers.”
The first sheep brought across the plains were driven
by Joshua Shaw and his son in 1844. They were put in the
cattle train to be used as mutton along the way. Those
that were not eaten reached Oregon in good shape and
made money for their owner.
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The second ﬂock of sheep was driven across the plains
three years later by Michael Fackler, the ﬁrst Episcopalian
minister to Oregon. He drove them for Hugh Field, the
owner.

Joseph Wan who arrived in Oregon in one of the ﬁrst
wagon trains, penniless and half starved, owned the ﬁrst
woolen mill in Oregon a number of years later. He was a
carpenter by trade, but he was always dreaming of a
weaving mill. He was the great—grandson of a Scotch
Irish silk-weaver who lived in Scotland.

In 1848, Joseph Watt, who had returned east, drove a
ﬂock of 530 head of sheep of ﬁne Saxon and Spanish
Merino breeds across the plains. At the same time he
brought some machinery for carding wool. This
machinery was the first of its kind in Oregon and was a
great help to the farmers’ wives.
At last, on New Year’s Eve in 1857, Joseph V/'att's
dream was realized and his woolen mill was opened for
business in Salem. The dedication was also an important
social event, attended by all the dignitaries in Oregon,
the governor, army oﬂicers, and citizens.
W. H. Gray, who came west with the Whitmans and
the Spaldings, settled on a farm in Oregon after the
missions were abandoned. He made several trips east. On
one trip he brought a band of pure-bred sheep which he
drove safely over the plains and mountains until the
Columbia River was reached. There he loaded them on a
raft which carried them down the river to Astoria. Just as
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the raft was being tied to the wharf at Astoria, a sudden
squall capsized it and all the sheep were drowned. Mr.
Gray stood on the banks unable to rescue them.
There are today many ﬁne Angora goats in Oregon.
Some of the finest ones are descendants of the nine very
choice goats which the Sultan of Turkey gave to President
Polk in return for courtesies extended to him. Angora
is the name of a province in Turkey where goats have
been raised for more than two thousand years.
Recently nine pure-bred Angora goats were sent from
two W/illamette Valley farms near Monmouth to the
northwest frontier province of Peshawar, India, a distance
of ten thousand miles.
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Joseph Gale
Captain of the Star of Oregon

+
HE Star of Oregon was the first ocean-going
I

vessel built in Oregon. It was a schooner, ﬁfty
three feet long, built of oak and ﬁr. Some of the
early settlers built it on Swan Island in the V(7illamette
River.

There were not enough cattle in the Oregon country
to stock all the frontier farms so these settlers decided to
build a ship, take it to California, and sell or trade it
for cattle. Joseph Gale, a mountaineer who had once been
a Seaman, was the leader. He knew a little about ship
building and navigation. He engaged Felix Hathaway, a
carpenter to help them.
They ﬁnished the ship and launched it May 19, 1841.
They sailed up to Willamette Falls at the present location
of Oregon City and bought supplies for the ocean voyage
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there. At that time Lieutenant Charles Wilkes of the
United States Navy was on the Willamette River on his
famous exploring trip. He gave Captain Joseph Gale an
American ﬂag, an ensign, a compass, a kedge-anchor,
hawser, log-lines, two log-glasses, and a few other neces
sities.

Log-lines and log-glasses were the only instruments
they had in those days to measure the speed of the ship.
A log-line had knots tied in it every 47.33 feet. A log
glass was a little glass similar to the ones used to time
soft boiled eggs. It took the sand twenty-eight seconds to
run through. By using the log-line and log-glass the speed
of a ship could be ﬁgured. Today more modern instru
\ments are used but a ship is said to go so many knots per
hour. (A knot is a nautical mile or 6080.27 feet.)
Dr. McLoughlin refused Joseph Gale help chiefly
because he thought the trip to Yerba Buena (the old
name for San Francisco) was too dangerous for such a
small crew of inexperienced sailors. There were only ﬁve
men and an Indian boy besides Gale.
They left Oregon City on August 27, 1841, and spent
two weeks practicing in the river with Joseph Gale as
their teacher. He was the only experienced sailor aboard.
After this short practice they sailed over the bar for Yerba
Buena.

The little ship was tossed in a severe storm along the
rocky coast. The crew was seasick and Captain Gale had
to stand at the helm for thirty-six hours without relief.
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Ioxepb Gale Build: the "Star of Oregon”

Almost a month after leaving Oregon City they sailed
through the Golden Gate.
They spent the winter in California and succeeded in
trading the Star of Oregon for twelve hundred ﬁfty head
of cattle and six hundred horses and mules. Joseph Gale
was an early day booster for Oregon. He persuaded a
company of forty-two men to come to Oregon with him
and help drive the stock. It took his little company
seventy-ﬁve days to drive the stock to the VVillarnette
Valley.
Joseph Gale was such a good leader that he was ap
pointed one of a committee of three to act as governors
of the provisional government of Oregon. He settled near
Forest Grove. Gale’s Peak and Gale’s Creek are named
for him.

80—

i
l
l

James W. Nesmith
A Pioneer Leader

+
AMES Willis Nesrnith, a poor, homeless, friend

J

less, young man of twenty-one, was working in
eastern Iowa when he heard stories of the wonderful

country of Oregon beyond the Rockies. Carrying all his
possessions he set out on horseback to join a wagon train
at Independence, Missouri. He felt he could not be any
worse off and the trip to Oregon was bound to be full of
excitement. He decided to try for a job to earn his way
across the plains.
In the spring of -1842, he rode across the state of
Iowa to the frontier settlement of Independence,
Missouri. He found that he had missed, by seventeen
days, Dr. Elijah, V/hit_e’sexpedition. He considered riding
to catch up with them, -but the Pawnees were reported on

the war. path soheggave that up. There was talk of a
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larger expedition the next spring and he decided to wait
and join that.
James Nesmith got a job one hundred miles south of
Independence, at a government fort, as a carpenter during
the winter. In the spring he was back at Independence.
On May 17, 1843, all the different encampments near
Independence received notices to meet the next day to
organize for the trip to Oregon.

The following day people of many nationalities and
from many different states, (the majority from Arkansas,
Illinois, Missouri and Iowa) gathered to plan the trip.
Peter H. Burnett, afterwards governor of California and
chief justice of the same state, because of his natural
ability, was chosen leader of the motley crowd of
strangers.
Among the crowd gathering for the emigration to
Oregon were many more women and children than men.
The Applegates, who later became famous, came in this
train.

Young Nesmith was hired to do guard duty for his
board. He also hunted ducks, buffalo, and deer for food for
the emigrants. He did his job so well that he was chosen to
have charge of all the guards.
The ﬁve months journey, by covered wagon across the
plains, was not all fun. The emigrants had many troubles.
There were terriﬁc storms — rain, thunder, lightning,
wind, and even snow in the mountains; hordes of mos
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quitoes; broiling heat; clouds of choking dust; and many
times no water for man not beast.
The families without cattle wanted to travel faster
than those with large herds. Two columns were formed.
James Nesmith went with the faster group and continued
to be adjutant of the guard. Jesse Applegate was in com
mand of the “cow colunm.”
As they continued westward the days became hotter
and the nights colder. There was not so much singing now
around the campﬁre. Beasts, as well as men, were becom
ing tired. Loads were lightened; prized possessions were
left by the wayside. They stopped to carve their names on
Independence Rock, which has been called the "great
register of the desert.”

At Fort Hall they met Marcus Whitman and A. L.
Lovejoy, who were returning from a trip east. That same
winter Mr. Lovejoy and Mr. F. W. Pettygrew bought a
large part of what is now Portland. The emigrants, after
talking with Dr. Whitrnan, decided to continue -toOregon
with their wagons. At Fort Hall a few left the main train
and went to California, but most of them came on to
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Oregon.

l

An old Indian named Sticcus guided them out of the
Grand Ronde, over the Blue Mountains to the Umatilla,
and to the Whitman Mission near the present city of

‘
1
'

Walla Walla, Washington. Dr. Whiunan had left the
wagon train a short time before and returned to his mission.

l

Nesmith and two other men without families left the

1

l
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train at the Umatilla River and rode westward to The
Dalles. From there they went by boat to Fort Vancouver.
They were welcomed by Dr. McLoughlin. Nesmith
went on to Oregon City where he studied law at night
for two years. He became a judge in 1845, took up a
homestead near Rickreall, and married. Later he became
a member of the state legislature. He was in the Indian
War after the Whitman massacre, and spent six years in
the gold ﬁelds of California. When he came back to
Oregon he built a mill at Rickreall which prospered
greatly.
He was United States marshall after Joseph Meek.
Then he fought in the Rogue River and Yakima Indian
wars. In 1857 he was appointed Superintendent of Indian
Affairs. A few years later he was elected to the United
States Congress. He took his family to Washington, D. C.
by way of the Isthmus of Panama. As they crossed the
Gulf of Mexico, the lights of the ship were dimmed so
they could not be seen by the Confederate soldiers.
While in the east James Nesmith went to visit his boy
hood home in New England, where as a boy of five, he
had lain in a marsh with his father and mother to escape
being burned to death by a forest ﬁre.
In 1867 he returned to his home in Rickreall where he
entertained many famous people. He died in Rickreall
and is buried there.

Henderson Luelling
Founder of the Fruit Industry

+
Johnny Appleseed
was towas
Ohio.
HENDERSON
Luelling
to Forty-two
Oregon years
what

after Johnny Appleseed had passed through
Central Ohio, carrying a packhorse load of apple seeds
and seedling trees to the settled parts, Luelling brought
his precious load of grafted sprouts twenty-ﬁve hundred
miles from Salem, Iowa, to Oregon.
He planted his seven hundred little trees in boxes
twelve inches deep. These boxes ﬁtted snugly in the bed
of his wagon. Before leaving on this trip they had been
planted in pulverized dirt and charcoal. He watered them
day by day, until after six months of watchful care, he
landed them on the banks of the Willamette River where
the city of Milwaukie now stands. One half of his trees
survived the long journey by land and water.
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Henderson Luelling started the ﬁrst tree nursery west
of the Rockies, at Milwaukie in 1847. It was called the
Travelling Nursery. The first year he refused to sell even
a twig. He considered them so valuable that he wouldn’t
even sell them for three dollars a piece.
At Fort Vancouver, the Hudson’s Bay Company had
fruit trees long before Mr. Luelling brought his across
the plains. They were only seedlings, grown from seeds
and pits of fruit brought from England in 1825. How
ever, they were considered very ﬁne at the time, and made
a welcome variety to the pioneer food. Mr. Luelli:1g’s
trees were the ﬁrst grafted trees, and bore fruit true to
name.
One of the ﬁrst orchards in Oregon, outside of Fort
Vancouver, was at Gervais in the \Willamette Valley where
Joseph Gervais had one of the first farms. He obtained
his seedlings from Dr. McLoughlin.
Mrs. Whitman wrote in her diary September 12,
1836: “What a delightful place this (Fort Vancouver)
is; what a contrast to the rough barren plain through
which we have so recently passed. Here we ﬁnd fruit of
every description——apples,peaches, grapes, pears, plums,
and ﬁg trees in abundance; also cucumbers, melons,
beans, peas, beets, cabbage, tomatoes, and every kind of

vegetable too numerous to mention. Every part of the
garden is very nearly and tastefully arranged, with ﬁne
walks lined on each side with strawberry vines. Here I
must mention the origin of these grapes and apples. A
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gentleman, twelve years ago at a party in London, put
the seeds of grapes and apples which he ate into his vest
pocket. Soon afterwards he took a voyage to this country
and left them here, and now they are greatly multiplied.”
One of these apple trees (1936) is still standing at
the southwest corner of the United States Military Reser
vation. The apples are small and sour but the tree was
one of the ﬁrst in Oregon. One apple from the old Van
couver tree and some of Oregon's ﬁnest apples were
mixed and made into a pie for President Franklin D.
Roosevelt in 1934 when he visited Portland.
Four years after Luelling planted the trees, he had
apples to sell. He sent a few boxes of apples to California
at the time of the gold rush, and sold the apples for a
dollar or more each. People came for miles just to look
at the precious apples which reminded them of their
homes in the east. By 1851 Mr. Luelling had thousands of
little trees for sale and all Oregon was planting orchards.
The fruit industry is a source of great wealth, as is
shown by the fact that apples, pears, peaches, prunes, and
cherries are shipped in carload lots all over the world
today. Some are shipped fresh and others are canned.
There are many large canneries in Oregon. There are also
large ﬁlbert and walnut orchards in the V/illamette
Valley where the winters are mild.
Oregon has many native fruits — apples, plums,
grapes, elderberries, blackberries, raspberries, straw
berries, Currants, gooseberries, barberries, Juneberries or
88—
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serviceberries, blackhaws, chinquapins, chestnuts and
hazel nuts. All of these are edible and grow in some part
of Oregon. The Oregon grape, which is the state ﬂower,
belongs to the barberry family.
The fruit hungry early settlers often transplanted
these fruits from one part of the state to another. When
some of the early settlers of the north went to the
Southern part of the state to ﬁght Indians, they brought
back roots and cuttings of wild plums and grapes. The
fruit was small but much better than nothing.
The cut-leaved blackberry, which is seen growing
along every country road in Oregon, was brought here in
the early days from the Hawaiian Islands. It is a native of
the South Sea Islands. One of the Fiji Islands is covered
with it.

Mr. Seth Lewelling was a brother of Henderson
Luelling, although they did not spell their names the
same. Mr. Seth Lewelling lived near Salem and also
raised fruit. He originated some of the finest sweet
cherries in the world. He named one of them the Bing
for a faithful old Chinaman who worked for him thirty
five years.

_

Ralph C. Greer, who came the same year that Hender
son Luelling did, brought a bushel of apple seeds and a
half bushel of pear seeds. He was one of the first to plant an
orchard in the Waldo Hills near Salem. Today some of
the finest orchards in Oregon are in this region.
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Joseph Meek
And the Meeting at Claampoeg

+
OSEPH Meek, the son of a Virginia plantation

J

owner, heard stories of the great west beyond the

Mississippi River. In 1828 at the age of eighteen he
ran away. He worked his way to St. Louis and found
employment with William Sublette of the Rocky Moun
tain Fur Company.
He went with Sublette to the secret trading place in
the mountains where the trappers and traders met. This
camp was usually hidden in a small valley in the Rocky
Mountains. It was located where there was plenty of
grass and water. The reason the meeting place was kept
as secret as possible was fear of an attack by the hostile
Blackfeet Indians. The location was always arranged a
year in advance. Here the furs, mostly beaver, were traded
for guns, ammunition, traps, blankets and whiskey.
The first few days at camp all was confusion. The men
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were rough and crude, usually uneducated, hard ﬁghting,
and ready for any kind of rough fun. The men were
fearless, facing death daily either from starvation or
Indians.

Joseph Meek spent more than ten years in the
mountains leading a carefree life far from the law and
order of the settlements. It was a hard life but full of
excitement and adventure.
The camp for trading, or the rendezvous as it was
called, usually lasted about three weeks. Then the fur
company and the friendly Indians separated, each going
his own way. They did not meet again, unless by chance,
until the next year.
For the ten years from 1830 to 1840 the Rocky
Mountain fur trade ﬂourished. Most men wore beaver

skin hats and the market was good. There were still plenty
of buffalo but the winters were always hard. More than
one trapper froze to death or died of starvation in some
lonely valley.
Some of Joe Meek’s friends during these ten years
were famous mountain men. He became intimate with the

Sublette brothers, Milton and William, Jim Bridger, Kit
Carson, and Jedediah Smith.
By 1840 the beavers became scarcer and the compe
tition among the fur companies keener. White settlers
were gradually pushing farther west, but the greatest blow
to the trappers was when the styles changed from beaver
hats to silk hats and beaver skins were no longer in demand.
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Joseph Meek with ﬁve other mountain men decided

to move to Oregon and settle down to farming. They took
up claims near the present town of Hillsboro.
Plenty of good land, a mild climate, and good crops
all helped to settle Oregon early. In May 1843 there were
255 English speaking independent settlers, and 121 French
speaking settlers, making a total of 356 settlers south of
the Columbia in what is now Oregon.
The Hudson’s Bay Company dominated the Columbia
River Valley. The Catholic missionaries, Father Blanchette
and Father Demers, had established settlements on French
Prairie where many retired Hudson’s Bay Company em
ployees had settled.

The Lee mission in the Willamette Valley near the
present city of Salem, Oregon, the Whitman Mission near
the present city of Walla Walla, Washington, and the
Spalding mission near the present city of Lewiston, Idaho,
had been established and were aiding new settlers and
ministering to the Indians in their localities.
In 1841, Ewing Young, a wealthy American settler,
died leaving no known heirs. Laws were needed to settle
his estate. Some of the settlers wished to organize some
kind of a government. They met and appointed a com
mittee to consult Lieutenant Wilkes and Dr. McLoughlin.
Lieutenant Wilkes was a naval oﬁcer sent out to make a
survey of rivers and harbors. The committee consulted
Wilkes only, and he strongly opposed organization at that
time because there were so few settlers.
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Two years later the famous “Wolf Meetings” were held
which the committee pretended were called for the purpose
of granting bonuses for wild animals slain by the settlers.
The real purpose of the meetings was to urge the settlers
to organize a stronger government.
On May 2, 1843, the famous meeting at Champoeg was
held. The officialminutes state that the report of the com
mittee to organize was lost. There seems to have been a
great deal of confusion at this meeting. Those who were
present did not agree in later years about what happened.
A motion to line up and be counted was agreed upon
after the report of the committee had been read. Mr.
George LeBreton made the motion and Mr. W. H. Gray
seconded it. This is the same Mr. Gray who came west with
Marcus Whitman. The meeting was held in a small barn.
The men became so noisy, and the barn so crowded, that
the meeting was moved outside. With much shouting,
pulling and pushing, the men lined up on the side for or
ganization or the side against organization to be counted.
Some are supposed to have left without voting.
It all sounds very simple. As a matter of fact, however,
there was much confusion. From all accounts the vote must
have been very close, in spite of the fact that the oﬂicial
minutes state “a large majority” voted in favor of organiz
ing a provisional government. The minutes of the meeting
are very brief and do not tell much. Perhaps the secretary
became so interested in what was going on that he forgot
to write down all the details.
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Joe Meek is supposed to have thought that it was
necessary to get a few of the undecided voters on the
American side, so he stepped forward waving the stars and
stripes and shouting, “Who’s for a divide? All in favor of
the report of the committee and organization follow me!”
For his part in the organization, Joe Meek was elected
sheriff, and three years later elected to the state legisla
ture. In November, 1847, occurred the Whitman massacre.
One of the children killed was Joe Meek’s little daughter.
The legislature sent Meek to Washington, D. C. to ask
Congress for military aid in ﬁghting the Indians. Joseph
Meek was sent because he was so familiar with the country
between the Cascades and the Mississippi River. Besides
this, President Polk's wife was a relative of Joseph Meek.
With a trusted mountain man for a companion, Meek
reached Washington after many hardships. President Polk
invited him to stay at the White House while in Wash
ington, but Meek refused. He was very popular during
his visit and was invited to many parties. He met his
friend, Kit Carson, in Washington.
President Polk appointed General Joseph Lane of
Indiana, the first governor of Oregon Territory. General
Lane and Meek, with a small military escort came to
Oregon by the southern route through Sante Fe in order to
escape the terrible winter weather of the northern route.
March 3, 1849, the day before President Polk went
out of oﬂice, Governor Lane posted his proclamation
announcing the establishment of a territorial government
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in Oregon. Joseph Meek became the first United States
marshall in the new territory. Acting in his oﬂicial
capacity he hung the Indian murderers of the Whitman
massacre.

During the Indian War of 1855-56, Meek volun
teered, and was a special messenger and scout under
Colonel James W. Nesmith. Later he returned to his
farm near Hillsboro where he died June 20, 1875.
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Grandma Brown
And Paciﬁc Univerrity

+
ABITI-IA Moﬁat Brown is a greatly beloved

I

person in Oregon history. The story of her life is
one of courage and sacriﬁce. She was an old lady
sixty-six years old, when she arrived in Salem on Christ
mas day in 1846. All the money she had in the world was
6% cents. In those days there was a coin valued at this
amount. She bought three buckskin needles with which to
sew and earn more money. She earned enough money to
found a college. Grandma Brown founded Paciﬁc Uni
versity at Forest Grove, Oregon.
It took courage to earn her living by sewing when she
was almost seventy years old. It took courage to come to
Oregon and suffer the hardships of the trail and pioneer
life in those early days. Grandma Brown had fallen on
the ice and was lame, so lame that she had to use a cane.
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Three times the wagon train in which she came faced
starvation because they ran out of supplies. On the way
to Oregon she broke her arm.

Tabitha Brown was a young woman when her
husband, the Reverend Clark Brown, an Episcopal
minister, died. She was left with three little children to
care for— two sons, Orus and Manthano, and a daughter,
Pherne. Orus Brown, her elder son, came to Oregon in
1843, and two years later went back to Missouri to get
his mother.

A letter written by Grandma Brown headed, “Forest
Grove, Tualatin Plains, Washington County, Oregon
Territory, August, 1854” has been preserved. It is written
to her brother and sister, and tells of the trials and hard
ships on her journey to Oregon.
She says: "I provided myself a good ox wagon-team
and a good supply of comforts for myself, Captain
Brown, and my driver.”

Captain Brown was her seventy-eight year old
brother-invlaw. He was known as "Uncle John.” Grandma
Brown ﬁtted up her covered wagon with a carpet on the
ﬂoor, and a rocking chair. Uncle John insisted on coming
to Oregon and rode horseback all the way across. Orus
Brown, his wife, and eight children, Pherne Brown
Pringle, her husband, Virgil K. Pringle, and ﬁve children,
all came in the same wagon train with Grandma Brown
and Uncle John.
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Grandma Brown was a small woman with blue-gray
eyes and gray hair which never turned white. She used to
sit in her rocking-chair in the wagon with the halter rope
of her horse tied around her waist. One day she pulled
on the rope and found that the Indians had stolen her
horse.
She wrote that they had a good journey as far as Fort
Hall, which was about eight hundred miles from Oregon
City, but at Fort Hall, they were persuaded to take a new
short cut-oﬂ. She writes that they were robbed and left to

the depredations of Indians and wild beasts, and to starva
tion. “But God was with us,” she added. They took the
Applegate cut-off through Southern Oregon.
The immigrants, as well as the cattle, were sick and
dying. Hostile Indians shot or stole their horses and cattle.
The wagons wore out and broke. Grandma Brown lost her
wagon. It took her and Uncle John three days to ride
through the Umpqua canyon on horseback. The water
often came up to their horses’sides.
The Urnpqua Canyon was so terrible that only one
of the forty-two wagons was able to get through. The
Brown family was at the head of the column and so got
through the mud and rocks easier than the others. The
canyon was strewn with dead cattle, broken wagons, beds,
clothing, and provisions. Winter had set in with hail, snow,
and rain.
Grandma Brown and Uncle John pushed ahead on
horseback. The rest of the family stayed with the cattle.

100

i

»
‘

y

They divided the provisions. Grandma Brown's share was
three slices of bacon and a cup of tea.
Uncle John was old and feeble and no protection to
Grandma Brown. About sunset they overtook four or five
families who had left the day before. They all camped in
an oak grove. The next day Uncle John and Grandma
hurried on. They saw two Indians at a distance but were
not molested.

In the afternoon Uncle John became so sick that he
fell from his horse. After much difﬁculty he was able to
again get astride his horse. Poor Grandma, with no food,
was alone in the wilderness with a sick old man. The
trail led over one mountain after another. Rain came with
darkness. Grandma made _a tent of a wagon sheet by
throwing it over a limb. She tied the horses carefully, put
the saddles and bridles in the shelter, and covered Uncle
with blankets. These two helpless old people were alone
in the wilderness with no food, no ﬁre, nothing but lurk
ing Indians and howling wolves. Grandma prayed that
night and said, "I felt no fear.”

At daylight she prepared to break camp when one of
the immigrants that she was trying to overtake came by in
search of venison. Grandma and Uncle John went with
him and had a feast of venison. Just eight feet from her
camp were fresh Indian footprints.
They travelled for several days until they came to the
foot of the Calapooya Mountains. Here they waited for the
other immigrants to catch up and help cut a road. To add
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to their suﬂering, the mountains were covered with snow.
After crossing the mountains they worked their way up
the V/illamette Valley. Finally, to save them from starva
tion, the oldest Pringle boy shot his father’s best oxen. It
was a poor skinny animal.
Orus Brown, on his first trip to Oregon, had settled
on the land which is the present townsite of Forest Grove.
He had built a small cabin and barn of logs. When he
started back to Missouri he traded the property to the Rev
erend Harvey Clark, a missionary to the Indians, for ﬁve
hundred bushels of wheat which he had not yet grown.
Orus Brown, hardworking, and the father of a large
family, traded all of the ﬁve hundred bushels of wheat,
which he had not yet received, for provisions.
Grandma’s elder son Orus had gone on ahead by the
old immigrant route, and reached the settlements. Indians,
from Jason Lee’s mission, who were in the south hunting,
brought him word of immigrants in trouble. So he set out
in haste with pack horses and provisions. He arrived in
the night but what a welcome he received. Under his
guidance they continued north.
Grandma Brown writes, “On Christmas day at two

I
I

I

o'clock p. m. I entered the house of a Methodist minister,
the first house I had set foot in for nine months.” She

\

kept house for him and his family during the winter in
return for board and room.
It was at Salem that she bought the three needles for
6% cents. She traded some of her old clothes to the

1
1
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squaws for buckskin, and made "gloves for the Oregon
ladies and gentlemen.” She earned thirty dollars this way.

In the spring Grandma went by boat with the
Methodist minister and his family to Oregon City, and
thence down to the mouth of the Columbia River where
she boarded with “a very genteel family” of missionaries
from New York state named Pray. She spent the summer
on the coast.
In October she left with friends in an open boat for
Salem. They had to ﬁght wind and tide and it took them
thirteen days to reach Oregon City. As Oregon City was
just twenty miles from Tualatin Plains where Orus lived,
she stopped to visit him.

On Sunday Grandma went to church with her son
and met the Rev. and Mrs. Harvey Clark, missionaries
from New York. Grandma went to visit them for a few
days but they urged her to spend the winter, which she did.
They were about the age of her own children and became
very dear to her.

Grandma Brown heard of many orphan children
among the immigrants who were suffering. She told the
Rev. Clark she wished that she could afford to have a board
ing school for them. He became interested and helped her
to establish such a school. Those parents who were able
paid one dollar per week for their children’s tuition,
board, and washing. The neighbors contributed what
dishes, pans and furniture they could spare, and school
was started in the log meeting house.
i
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In 1851 Grandma Brown had forty pupils at two
dollars per week. In less than ﬁve months, she mixed
5,423 pounds of ﬂour for bread.
I-Ier school later became Tualatin Academy and now is
called Paciﬁc University. It was founded in 1847, ﬁve years
after Willamette University at Salem.
At Paciﬁc University in Forest Grove, Oregon what
Grandma Brown termed “a large and handsome build

ing" is still standing. It is known today as the “chem
shack.” It is the oldest building west of the Rocky
Mountains used continuously for educational purposes. It
was built by the men of the community while their
families camped on the grounds and the women cooked.
Grandma Brown lived to be seventy-eight years old
and is buried at Salem.
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Chief‘ Joseph
T/ye Indian Who Tried to Keep Peace

+
but today
is known
as Chief
Joseph.
l Elifetime;
was called
YoungheJoseph
during
his father's
His Indian name meant “Thunder Flashing by
the Water,” the water being Wallowa Lake. He was
baptized Joseph by the Reverend Spalding.
Joseph spent his younger days between his own
country and Lapwai, the Reverend Spalding’s mission.
After the Whitman massacre, Spalding was forced to close
his mission. Chief Joseph spent the next eight years in his

I

own country.

In 1855 Governor Stevens and General Joel Palmer
set aside three Indian reservations: the Umatilla at
Pendleton, the Yakima at Yakima, and the Nez Perce at
Lapwai. Old Joseph, Young Joseph’s father, refused to
sign the paper unless Wallowa was included in the
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Lapwai Reservation. The white men ﬁnally met his
demand.
Because of the discovery of gold and the beautiful
fertile valley of the Nez Perce Reservation, the white men
did not obey the terms of the treaty; by 1862 about ten
thousand white men were on the Nez Perce Reservation.
The settlers decided they wanted this Indian-owned land,
so in 1863 the Nez Perce were called together. Only about
one third of the tribe was present with Chief Lawyer. A
new treaty was made by which the whites obtained most
of the Nez Perce Reservation.
Old Joseph died in 1871, leaving Young Joseph as
head chief. Has last instructions were: “Don't sell the
bones of your father and mother.” Young Joseph
promised.
Two years later President Grant signed an order
giving Wallowa to Chief Joseph and his tribe. But the
white men cheated and had this order withdrawn.
Because seventy years before his fathers had smoked
the peace pipe with Lewis and Clark, Chief Joseph did
not lead his men to war. Councils with the whites were
held. Chief Joseph argued that a home was a home,
whether it be a white man’s house or an Indian’s tepee,
and that when one or the other returned from a trip, he

expected to ﬁnd his home as he left it.
A report unfavorable to Chief Joseph was sent to
Washington, D. C., and the command came to take Chief
Joseph and his tribe to Lapwai, peaceably or otherwise.
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Because of threats of military force, Chief Joseph went
peaceably saying: “I would rather give up the land than
shed the blood of a white man.”

Chief Joseph and his tribe were given thirty days to
leave the beautiful Wallowa country and cross the Snake
River toward Lapwai with their stock and all their be

longings. Some of the Indians opposed Chief Joseph and
urged war. They accused him of cowardice but Chief
Joseph knew war meant ruin and stood ﬁrm for the move.

The day before they were supposed to start for
Lapwai fourteen whites were killed while Chief Joseph
was away tending to details of moving. When Chief
Joseph returned and tried to quiet his people, most of the
Indians left, intent on war. Chief Joseph now had to go to
Lapwai alone or lead his people in war in order to save
them.
Ninety cavalry men and eleven volunteer soldiers rode

into White Bird Canyon to subdue the Indians. Thirty
four white men were killed. About four thousand soldiers
then moved on the Indians — all because the Indians
loved their homeland.
Chief Joseph at this time was thirty-seven years old.
After eighteen hundred miles of military maneuvering
Chief Joseph appeared before the white officials, handed
General Miles his gun and surrendered his eighty-seven
warriors and three hundred twenty-three women and
children. He stood straight as an arrow with his blanket
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before him and addressed the white men. His words were
taken down by a clerk.
Chief Joseph ﬁnished his speech of surrender with
these words: “Hear me, my chiefs, my heart is sick and
sad. From where the sun now stands I will ﬁght no more

against the white man." He pointed to the sun and then
threw his blanket about his head as a sign he would obey
the white men.
The Indians were taken to Leavenworth, Kansas.
There they caught malaria and typhoid; most of them
died in the next two years. After two years Chief Joseph
and part of the tribe were sent to Nespelem, Washington,
the others to Lapwai.
Chief Joseph died of a broken heart in 1904 at Nes
pelem, an uneducated Indian with high ideals which many
a white man might envy. The town of Joseph in Eastern
Oregon, is named after him.
4
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Phil Sheridan
And Otber Famous Soldier: in Oregon
4

N glancing over a map of Oregon we ﬁnd the cities

lof

Grants Pass, Sheridan, and Canby, which remind

us of the part these famous men played in the early
history of Oregon. Other famous army men in Oregon in
early days were: McClellan, Fremont, Custer, Wool, and
Harney.

Of them all, Phil Sheridan, who came to Oregon as
a young man in 1855, was the most popular with the
Oregonians. He stayed for six years before he was called
east to ﬁght in the Civil War.
Most of the army oﬂicers crossed the plains and
mountains when the west was still a wilderness. Some

were stationed at Fort Vancouver and The Dalles. Many
went from these forts on expeditions of various natures.
Roads had to be hewn through the virgin forests, so that
soldiers could travel to the interior. The Indian tribes had
to be watched and subdued. Survivors of massacres had to
be rescued. Battles were fought.
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Sheridan entered Oregon from California, by way of
upper Klamath Lake and Deschutes; crossed the Cascades
near the Three Sisters; and followed the Willamette River
Trail to Eugene. He went north through the V/illamette
Valley and camped near Fort Vancouver in August, 1855.
He came to Oregon to aid in a survey for a possible trans
continental railroad. A protective military force was
necessary because of the Indians.
In the ﬁght with the Yakimas at‘Cascades, a bullet
grazed Sheridan’s nose and killed a soldier beside him.
In April, 1856, Lieutenant Sheridan was sent to Fort
Yamhill, on the south fork of the Yamhill River, as com
mandant and quarterrnaster. Later he was transferred to
Fort Hoskins on the Siletz River, forty miles northwest of
Corvallis, on the eastern side of the mountains which
bounded the Siletz Reservation. In his personal memoirs
he wrote that he spent many happy days at Fort Hoskins.
The buildings at the fort were rough and crude. In
those days the government provided only the bare neces
sities of food and shelter for its soldiers. Even magazines
and newspapers were few and hard to obtain. However,
the record book of Fort Hoskins shows the post was well

supplied with the following magazines and newspapers:
Daily New Yor/e Herald, Weekly W/as/Jington Star,
Harper’: Magazine, and Blackwo0a"r Magazine. Any
recreation which the soldiers enjoyed was of the simplest
kind and usually provided by their own group. Music,
contests of strength or skill, and dancing, were the
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favorite ways of occupying leisure time.
The Grande Ronde and the Siletz reservations, which
held four thousand Indians, were called the coast reser
vations. The soldiers, in those early days, opened up new
roads and trails. Sheridan was a pioneer road builder. He
opened a route from Siletz to Fort Hoskins through
King's Valley, which is a short distance northwest of the
present city of Corvallis.
The purpose of these reservations was to provide a
home for the Indians crowded out of Southern Oregon
and Northern California by the white men. The change
was most unhappy for the Indians because of the restraint
imposed, the wet climate, and the lack of game for food.
Just before Sheridan arrived, the Rogue Indians, who had
been conquered on the war path, had been placed there.
They were crafty and discontented.
Sheridan spoke Chinook jargon ﬂuently. He called it
"the court language” because it was the common vocabu
lary for tribal conferences. Chinook was a queer mixture
of French, English, Indian, and some pure “make-up”.
Many of the early settlers could speak jargon.
The old Johnson House near Lafayette was a popular
place for young people to gather and dance. After roll
call the soldiers would leave the fort on cayuses, ride to
Lafayette a distance of thirty-one miles, and be back on
the reservation for duty the next morning. Sheridan often
went with other young men from Fort Yamhill to these
neighborhood dances.
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One day on his way to Lafayette, he found Cozine
Creek at McMinnvi1le running high and muddy and the
bridge swept away. He inquired of someone the best
A place to cross. He was told that—hecould not cross without

going back and farther up the stream. He gathered up the
reins, shoved his hat on his head and replied as he dug
his spur in the ﬂank of his bronco, "I never turn back."
He plunged into the stream and a moment later the
drenched horse and rider were on their way at full speed.
There is an old hitching post, so old and so covered
with moss and fungi that the carvings are scarcely de
cipherable, still standing at the former site of the old
Johnson House at Lafayette. Legend has it that Phil
Sheridan’s initials and those of a pioneer girl are enclosed
in a heart on this old hitching post. The post stands under
a large maple tree, so large that some botanists believe it
is the largest tree of its kind in the world.
While in Oregon, Sheridan built a blockhouse among
the Yaquinnas in an Indian graveyard, which was the
only available open ground for the purpose. It is supposed
to have been built in what is now the town of Newport.
The Yaquinnas objected to the removal of the tombs,
which were forty or ﬁfty canoes held up by props. These
canoes contained the bodies of the dead. After an all day
pow wow, the Indians consented to allow the canoes to be
launched on the outgoing tide. Thus, they ﬂoated to the
happy hunting grounds.
The blockhouses which Sheridan built at Fort Yamhill
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has been moved to a park in Dayton, Oregon. The heavy
timbers, overhanging second story, and small holes to
shoot through, are reminders of the dangers of pioneer
days.

It is interesting to note the roundabout way it was
necessary for Sheridan to take to get to San Francisco. He
was in Texas when Jefferson Davis, then United States
Secretary of War, ordered him to join an expedition seek
ing a route for a railroad from San Francisco to the
Columbia River. He went from Texas to New York where
he took a ship for the Isthmus of Panama. He crossed the
Isthmus on a ﬂimsy railroad built during the gold rush
days. On the Paciﬁc side he boarded a ship for San
Francisco Where he joined the surveying group. They
travelled up the Sacramento Valley and followed about the
present route of the Cascade line of the Southern Pacific
Railroad.

‘

There were severalinteresting men in this expedition,
Dr. Newberry for whom Newberry Flow (of lava) on the
south slope of the South Sister in the high Cascades was
named. Professor S. Newberry of Columbia University
examined it in 1854-55 and described it in his report to the
United States government, "on an Exploration for a
Railroad from the Mississippi River to the Paciﬁc Ocean.”
Lieutenant Williamson for whom the Williamson River in
the Klamath Basin is named, and Lieutenant Hood, who
became a famous Southern general in the Civil War, were
also in the group.
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Ezra Meeker ‘
The Trail Mark er

+
Until his death at the age of ninety-seven, he
ZZRA
Meeker
wasthat
known
as theOregon
"Trail Trail
Marker.”
worked
to see
the Old
was
properly marked. Today there are about two hundred
markers placed along the trail by various historical and

I

patriotic societies.
In 1906, to arouse interest in marking the route, Ezra
Meeker journeyed along the old trail, in a covered wagon
drawn by oxen from west to east. This was the same trail
over which he had travelled to Oregon in 1852, at the age
of twenty-one. He also travelled over this route several
times by automobile, train, and airplane.
The United States government minted an Oregon
Trail Memorial coin to raise money to mark the old trail.
It sold for a dollar, but was worth only ﬁfty cents in trade.
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The Oregon Trail was known by several names. It
was called simply the Road to Oregon at first. In later
years the Southern route was called the Overland Trail.

There were many branches. The old trail, by whatever
name it is called, presented many diﬂiculties; plains with
blinding heat, choking dust, mosquitoes, almost im
passable mountains, deep swift rivers, hostile Indians,
places with no game and no wood, places with dense
forests and underbrush, places with no water for man nor
beast.

In the beginning the trails were marked out along the
waterways by wild animals who chose the easiest way.
The Indians followed these animal trails. Later, the
traders, and then the settlers, followed the same courses.
As the years passed, these roads became well trodden by
man and beast. Today our highways follow in a large
part, these early trails.
The Old Oregon Trail started from Independence,
Missouri, which was ten miles east of the present Kansas
City. From there it followed the Santa Fe Trail past the
Shawnee Mission to a point near the present town of
Gardner, Kansas, which was forty-one miles from the
starting point. Here the trails parted; the Oregon Trail
ran northwest across Kansas to the south bank of the

Platte River. Old Fort Kearney in the present state of
Nebraska was located there.
Fort Kearney, established in April, 1848, was the
first military post along the trail to give protection to the
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immigrants. It was named for the famous general, Philip
Kearney. Bonneville was in charge soon after it was built.
It is recorded that four thousand wagons had passed Fort
Kearney by June 1, 1849, not counting those that went by
way of the north bank.
The next landmark of importance on the trail was
Chimney Rock. It was ﬁve hundred ﬁfty miles from In
dependence and many days journey from there. It could
be seen for forty miles. Most of the immigrants who kept
diaries mentioned this strange rock formation which was
several hundred feet high. Near it were Court House
Rock and Scott’s Bluﬂs.
Fort Laramie came next. It was forty miles farther
than Chimney Rock and located on the east bank of the
Laramie River near its junction with the Platte River. It
was built by a fur trader in 1834. Two years later it was
sold to the American Fur Company. V/ithin a few years a
larger fort of the same name was built about a mile
upstream on the same side of the river. This was the Fort
Laramie which became famous. The United States

government bought it about the same time they bought
Fort Kearney. It was used as a military post until 1890,
when it was abandoned.

Independence Rock, another famous landmark on the
Old Oregon Trail, was about two hundred miles farther.
It was near the present city of Casper in central Wyo
ming. This was a huge pile of granite that covered about
twenty-seven acres. Father DeSmet called itthe '.'Great
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Social Register of the Desert” because so many names of
the pioneers appear on it. It was called Independence
Rock because some hunters celebrated Independence Day

(Fourth of July) there.
A few miles farther the Old Oregon Trail led through
Devil’s Gate. Nine hundred fifty miles from Indepen
dence, Missouri, the trail crossed the divide of the
Rockies at South Pass. This was the divide between the
Sweetwater River valley on the east, and the Green River
valley on the west. Captain Bonneville was the first to
take a wagon through South Pass and across Green River
to Horse Creek.
After the mountains were crossed, the trail turned
south to Fort Bridger. This was a poorly constructed fort
run by Jim Bridger, the famous guide. The Mormon
pioneers of 1847 said Fort Bridger was deserted and that
the blacksmith shop had been destroyed by fire when
they reached it. Dr. Whitman, on his first trip west, said
a motley crowd of traders, trappers, and Indians was met
with at Fort Bridger. During his stay at this post, Dr.
Whitman removed a three inch arrow from the shoulder
of Jim Bridger.
Soda Springs, in our present state of Idaho, was a
famous resting place and junction point. There was a fine
gushing spring, surrounded by beautiful fir and cedar
trees, at this favorite camping place. It was there the
immigrants must make the final decision whether to go to
California or Oregon.
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A short distance northwest of Soda Springs, Fort Hall
was located. It was a little over twelve hundred miles

from Independence, Missouri. Nathaniel Wyeth built it
on the Snake River in 1834. He named it Fort Hall for
the oldest member of his company. Many years later the
government built a new Fort Hall nearby and set aside a
Fort Hall Indian Reservation.

Marcus Whitman had a great deal of trouble trying to
bring a wagon to Oregon. Just before reaching Fort Hall,
Mrs. Whitman wrote, “One of the axle-trees of the
wagon broke today; was a little rejoiced; for we had
hopes they would leave it, and have no more trouble with
it.” However, they made a two wheeled cart out of it. One
of the Whitman party said at Fort Hall, either he or the
cart would have to remain behind. The man stayed and
Whitman continued to Fort Boise with the cart where he
was obliged to leave it.
Fort Boise, near the present city of Boise, was the
next important stop on the Old Oregon Trail. It was built
in 1834 by Hudson’s Bay Company. Then came Grand
Ronde, or Great Circle, where the Grande Ronde River
and Snake River form a circle. The road led past the

Whitman Mission and Fort'Walla Walla (the present
Wallula), a Hudson’s Bay post. When the Old Oregon
Trail was first used there was nowhere along its line a
building of any kind.
Until 1843, when the Barlow Pass was opened, The
Dalles was the end of the Trail. Before the Barlow Road
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around Mount Hood was opened, it was necessary to take
a raft or flat—boat down the Columbia as far as the
Cascades, portage several miles, and continue on another
raft. The journey down the Columbia River from The
Dalles was one of the most dangerous parts of the whole
trip. After the Barlow Road was opened the Trail ended
at Oregon City.

Lewis and Clark did not travel on any part of the
Old Oregon Trail. In 1811-12 Astor’s expedtion, under
the leadership of Wilson Hunt, traveled on part of it. The
famous “Peoria Party” in 1839 were the first regular
immigrants to travel over it. There were several writers in
their group who left interesting accounts. In 1842 about
one hundred twenty—fivepeople came to Oregon over the
Old Trail. Three years later three thousand people came.
Little of the Old Oregon Trail is left. Ranches and
farms have been laid out across it. Settlements have
sprung up in its path. Practically all traces of its ox
drawn wagons have been blotted out. The solid rock
along the Sweetwater River still shows the grooves, Worn
by many wheels.
To Ezra Meeker, until the day of his death, the Old
Oregon Trail was a very real road. We owe much to his
untiring efforts to preserve, for future generations, the
exact location of this historic trail which played such an
important part in the settlement of the great northwest.

END
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