Clackamas County, Oregon
This Site is part of

The ORGenWeb and The USGenWeb®
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Hood River ~ Marion
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Maps ~ Biographies ~ Books ~ Oregon Pioneers ~ Odds & Ends

History of Clackamas County

Oregon City became the county seat for Clackamas County. The city was built on a portion of Dr. John McLoughlin's land
claim. In 1844 Oregon City was incorporated by the Provisional Legislature, making it the first incorporated city west of the
Rocky Mountains. This area was the terminus for water transportation on the Willamette River and had been a meeting place
for Indians, hunters, trappers, and Hudson's Bay Company voyagers for years.

The first major overland immigration to Oregon City occurred in 1842. Three years later Samuel Barlow established an
immigrant route that ran from The Dalles, around the south side of Mt. Hood, and into Oregon City. The Barlow Road
funneled thousands of immigrants into Oregon City and Clackamas County during the 1840s. Oregon City rapidly became
the primary urban center in Clackamas County and dominated social and political life in Oregon during the provisional
government period. The removal of the territorial capital from Oregon City to Salem in 1852 shifted most of the political
activity to Salem. The creation of Multnomah County in 1854, at the request of Portland residents, removed Oregon's
principal commercial city from Clackamas County as well as the county's access to the Columbia River.

Prior to construction of a courthouse, county records were housed in several locations in Oregon City, including the former
provisional state house. Two of the locations burned but the county records were saved. In 1884 a frame and concrete
structure was built at a cost of $145,000. In 1935 the county records were moved temporarily to rented quarters while a new
courthouse was built. Using construction grants available through the Works Progress Administration the current courthouse
was completed in 1937.

Clackamas County elected government is composed of five commissioners, a district attorney, assessor, clerk, sheriff,
surveyor, and treasurer.

Heavily timbered, the county's gecimagesal features include Mt. Hood and numerous rivers - the Willamette, Clackamas,
Sandy, Pudding, Molalla, and Salmon. Since its creation, agriculture, timber, manufacturing, and commerce have been the
county’s principal activities. The population of Clackamas County has steadily increased from 1850. The 2011 population of
378,480 represented a significant increase over the 2000 population of 338,391 . And from the Wiki
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Maps
Oregon Base Map Oregon Territory Map 1852
David Rumsey ~ Historic Map & Atlas Collection
Perry-Castaneda ~ Map Collection
"Oregon - Geo Hazards Viewer"
American Georgaphical Society Library - Digital Map Collection
Humboldt State University Map Collection
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Oregon Railroad Maps
"Map Goose - Interactive"
And, of course, Google Earth

Historic Map Works : "Residential Genealogy"
This set of Web Pages has Photographs of Historical Buildings, etc.
Here is the description:
As many thousands of the buildings, churches, residences, shops and mills photographed can also be found on the maps
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https://orgenweb.atwebpages.com/
https://www.usgenweb.org/
http://orgenweb.atwebpages.com/hoodriver/
http://orgenweb.atwebpages.com/marion/
http://orgenweb.atwebpages.com/multnomah/
http://orgenweb.atwebpages.com/wasco/
http://orgenweb.atwebpages.com/washington/
http://orgenweb.atwebpages.com/yamhill/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clackamas_County,_Oregon
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/united_states/oregon_90.jpg
http://www.davidrumsey.com/view/atlases
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/california.html
https://www.oregongeology.org/hazvu/
https://collections.lib.uwm.edu/digital/collection/agdm
https://www.loc.gov/rr/geogmap/sanborn/states.php?stateID=44
https://mapgoose.com/us/
https://www.google.com/earth/
https://historicmapworks.com/Buildings/index.php
mailto:macg1840@yahoo.com?subject=Oregon%20Native%20Son,%20scans
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in mind, we are pleased to offer our visitors to access to these important documents in a format complimentary, yet novel
accompaniment to the extensive efforts of the Library of Congress and the National Parks Service.

Trails West & Mining History
Overland Trail Oregon Trail
Oregon Mining Maps
'Ghost Towns in Oregon' ~ The Volcanoes of Oregon
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Biographies, Books & Pioneers

1 June 2025
"Northwest Medicine"
The Oregon Medical Association (OMA) is the state’s largest professional organization engaging in advocacy, policy,
community-building, and networking opportunities for Oregon’s physicians, medical students, physician assistants, and
physician assistant students. In the state capitol of Salem and in Washington, DC, the OMA’s members speak with one
voice as they advocate for policies that improve access to quality patient care and reduce administrative burdens on
medical professionals.

Volumes 8-71 (August 1909-1972) of Northwest Medicine
and
123 (July-December 1975) of the Western Journal of Medicine are available online.

The Scope and Content of the Magazines is best found using the Indexes.
Searching using the terms listed below works best for the following subjects.
Obituary ~ Onituaries ~ Memorial ~ In Memoriam ~ Deceased, Individual Names and Locations.

All of the issues are on the Archive.org Site and can be viewed, searched and downloaded.

Genealogocal Research always includes the search for both Biographies and Obituaries.
I do not find Biographies in the Oregon Issues.

The 1909 Issue has a list of Obituaries in the Index:
https://archive.org/details/northwestmedicin8190nort/page/n8/mode/1up
Like This
Obituary.

Chittenden, C. B., 149.

France, Hugh, 192.

Hughes, B. E., 149.

Matthew, I. N., 192.

Morrison, Edward, 192.

Neagle, J. L., 149.

Springer, W. D., 149.

Stephenson, D. E., 192.

Walston, J. S., 71.

Wightman, W. M., 71.

And in the beginning, they are full Obituaries, later in time Obits become 'Embellished Death Notices"
By the 1940's the Obituaries were shortened considerably, but still enough information to go looking in other Newspapers.
By 1950 this is typical of what an "Obituary" is:

OBITUARY
William E. Abrams of Spokane died October 22 while attending a football game at Pullman.
He was 75 years of age. He graduated from Kansas City Medical College in 1904
and was licensed in the State of Washington in 1906.
January, 1950, Pg 53

Applications for Medical Licenses can be found in these Magazines.
https://archive.org/details/northwestmedicin8190nort/page/72/mode/1u

Sometime before 1950 a Column entitled "Personals" was added - these are great little pieces of info
and continued until 1972.

The final issue of "Western Medicine" [July - December 1975] contains "In Memoriam" entries for deceased Members;
https://archive.org/details/westernjournalof1231cali/page/510/mode/2up



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oregon_Trail
https://guides.library.harvard.edu/c.php?g=947422&p=7658234
https://archive.org/search?query=Northwest+Medicine
https://archive.org/details/westernjournalof1231cali/page/510/mode/2up

Sample File
https://archive.org/details/westernjournalof1231cali/page/508/mode/2up

Using the Tutorial | have written will give you anidea on how to use the
valuable files on the Archive Site.
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Film # 100368, item 10, 11 & 12
This section of Film has three OR ltems of Interest
The firstis:

A Complete List
of Both
Active and Inactive Members
Of The
Oregon State Bar
[Corrected To September 1, 1937]

Prepared from the Records of and with the Co-operation of
Frederick H Sercombe, Secretary
Stevens-Ness law Publishing Co.

Portland, Oregon

FS Catalog: Use This Link

ltems 11 & 12 are Oregon "Who's Who': 1929-1944
The Chart below will be your guide to the files

The Volume for 1936-1937 is a book found in the FS Catalog: Use This Link

Film 1000368 - ltem 11 Img Rge Film 1000368 - Item 12 Img Rge
Oregon, Who's Who | 1929 - 1930 Oregon, Who's Who 1942 -1944
A-G 1011 - 1049 A-G 1450 - 1536
H-L 1049 - 1072 H-L 1536 - 1579
M-R 1072 - 1096 M-R 1579 - 1626
S-Z 1096 - 1172 S-Z 1626 - 1676
Addenda 1439, left

Geographical Index | 1439 R - 1446

Who's Who, OR Page Rge Who's Who, OR Page Rge
1936 - 1937 F Search Bk J-L 284 - 347
A-C 15-144 M-0O 347 - 419
D-F 144 - 205 P-3 41- 533

G-l 205 - 284 T-Z 533 - 589

"Former Oregonians” 600 - 606

More "Who's Who"
Pan—Pacifc "WHO’S WHO"
~AN INTERNATIONAL REFERENCE WORK~
A biographical encyclopedia of men and women of substantial
achievement in the Pan-Pacific area: Alaska, Australia, British
Columbia, California, Canal Zone, China, Hawaii, Japan,
New Zealand, Oregon, Philippines, Washington.
1940-1941 Edition
Edited by George F. M. Nellist
Publisher: "Honolulu Star Bulletin'', LTD., Honolulu, Hawaii, USA

The List for Oregon is Here

Chart Below gives the Page Sections



http://miscgenweb.byethost32.com/ca-a-m/pdf-files/Archive.org,Tut.pdf
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89DF-BQKZ?i=981&cat=8562
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/29838
https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/records/item/606518-capitol-s-who-s-who-for-oregon-1936-1937
https://orgenweb.atwebpages.com/pdf-files/Pan,Pac,W,W,1941,OR.pdf
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Portrait and Biographical Record
of
Western Oregon
Containing Original Sketches of many well known Citizens
of the Past and Present
llustrated
Chapman Publishing Company
Chicago
1904
The Index is Here ~ Read Online or Download [Archive.org]

History Of The
Pacific Northwest:
Oregon And Washington

Embracing An Account Of The Original Discoveries On The Pacific Coast Of
North America, And A Description Of The Conquest, Settlement And
Subjugation Of The Vast Country Included In The Original Territory Of Oregon

Also Interesting Biographies Of The Earliest Settlers And
More Prominent Men and Women of the Pacific Northwest

Volume I, 1889
The TOC is on Pages 13 - 21/ There is no Index

Compiled And Published By The
North Pacific History Company
Of Portland, Oregon
There are Historical Paragraphs about several OR Counties:

CLACKAMAS COUNTY.

This ancient county was one of the immortal three organized in July, 1843, at the first formation
of the Provisional government. It has, however, been heavily shorn of its possessions; for whereas
it then contained something like a quarter of a million square miles, it is now restricted to some fourteen
hundred and forty. It is famous for several things. One of these is that its chief town and county-seat,
Oregon City, was for some time the capital and metropolis of the territory. Another is that at this same
place is the greatest water-power (except the inaccessible Shoshone Falls of Snake river) on the entire
Pacific coast.,  Still another is that in the mountains on the west side of the Willamette, though mainly
within the limits of Clackamas county, are found the greatest stores of iron ore in the Pacific Northwest.
Most of the area of the county is rugged, rocky and unfit for agriculture. In places, however, there are
fertile bottoms where are produced the best of grain. At various places, too, along the Willamette river,
as Milwaukee and near Oswego, there are some of the finest fruit farms in the state. .

In addition to the county-seat, the chief towns are Canby, Canemah, Milwaukee and New Era. The
present population of the county is not far from twenty thousand, and its taxable property nearly two and
a half millions. It would take a whole volume to even hint at all the interesting things in the pioneer
history of Oregon City. Here the noble old ‘‘ Father of Oregon,"’ Doctor McLoughlin, lived his last years,
vearsembittered, it is sad to relate, by the narrow selfishness of the great corporation which he had served
so faithfully, though too humanely, so many vears, Here too was built the first railroad ever made west
of the Rocky Mountains. It was a horse-car line, built mainly for the purpose of transporting lumber
over a bridge across the Willamette. It was built by Captain J. H, McMillen in the year 1847, and
continued in active operation till the great flood of 1862, by which the bridge was swept away. There are
now extensive manufacturing interests at Oregon City, chief of which is the Oregon Woolen Mills, the
products of which are favorably known the world over. Oregon City flour is equally well known,

"Appleton’'s Cyclopaedia of American Biography "
by Wilson, James Grant, 1832-1914; Fiske, John, 1842-1901

Publication date 1900
Appleton Review ~ Archive.orq [All Volumes]



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DEvWEUSyI2RcUq3zLmFNUMvWKTgRkgyu/view?usp=sharing
https://archive.org/details/portraitbiographwo00inchap
https://archive.org/details/historyofpacific01nort
https://archive.org/details/historyofpacific01nort/page/n13/mode/2up
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Appletons'_Cyclop%25C3%25A6dia_of_American_Biography
https://archive.org/search?query=Appleton+Biographies

"The Family of George Wise & Sarah Tong"
Wise-Tong Pioneers of Clackamas, OR
by:
Arthur D Coleman, 1965
The TOC is here.The book may be downloaded from the FS Catalog

Early Oregonians:1800-1860

"Oregon Native Son"
Publication with Bio's and Sketches
1899-1900 Index
The Books can be read online or downloaded [Archive.org]

"The Centennial History of Oregon 1811 - 1912"
The S J Clark Publishing Company
Chicago, 1912
Clackamas Folk on this Linked Chart~ Read Online or Download

"An Illustrated History of the State of Oregon"
H. K. Hines, Author; Chicago, 1893
There is an index here, but it does not break down by County.
Search the Book using "Clackamas" as the search parameter

There are more bios in the USGenWeb Archives.

Miscellaneous Books and Directories with Oregon Information

Medical and Surgical Directory
of The United States
RL Polk & Co, Publishers,

There is also information on the following:
Officers Of the Medical Department of the United States Army And Hospital Stewards.
Medical Corps of the United States Navy
Medical Officers Of the U. S. Marine Hospital Service.
Including Acting Assistant Surgeons And Hospital Stewards.

Note:
Polk's Medical Register and Directory of North America

There are quite a few: Scroll
Years: 1886, 1890, 1900, 1902, 1904, 1906, 1908, 1910, 1912, 1890, 1893, 1896, 1898, 1917

The Russian Molokan 1962 Directory
Creator: Samarin, Paul |. [Wiki]
There are names for AZ, CA, OR, Lower CA & Mexico
FS Books: Use This Link

"Stagecoaches of Clackamas County" ~ Documentary
Archive.org Link to the mp3

2 Publications of the Clackamas County Family History Society:
Legacy Vol 15,1 ~ Legacy Vol 16.1 [FS Books]
Interesting bits and pieces of Clackamas History

Family Genealogical Publications
There are thousands of these publications
Archive.org Link
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Family Search: Historical Images
Clackamas County, Oregon
Please use this link for Films listed below

Cemetery Records, Marriage Records, Stories



http://orgenweb.atwebpages.com/clackamas/pdf-files/Wise-Tong,TOC.pdf
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/15445?availability=Family%20History%20Library
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/prs/personProfileSearch.do?earlyOregonian
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/prs/personProfileSearch.do?earlyOregonian=true&searchReset=true
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/prs/personProfileSearch.do?earlyOregonian=true&searchReset=true
https://icedrive.net/s/6SxQbhZ4wiVQBg83kzVRSfZSjzBY
https://archive.org/search.php?query=the%20oregon%20native%20son
http://orgenweb.atwebpages.com/clackamas/images/Cla,OR,1912,Bio.gif
https://archive.org/details/centennialhistor02gast
http://jtenlen.drizzlehosting.com/WABios/index.html
https://archive.org/details/cihm_15234
http://www.usgwarchives.net/or/clackamas/clackamastoc.htm
https://archive.org/search?query=Medical+Register
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Molokans
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/1828390
https://archive.org/details/Stagecoaches_of_Clackamas_County
https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/records/default?search=Clackamas%20county,%20Oregon,%20Marriages&sort=_score&perpage=10&page=1&fulltext=1&&refine%5BAccessLevel%5D%5B%5D=Full+Permission&r&&refine%5BAccessLevel%5D%5B%5D=Public&r&&refine%5BAccessLevel%5D%5B%5D=Limited+Permission&r&
https://archive.org/details/familygenealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/records/images/beta/search-results?place=395920&lifeEvent=102899&page=1&pageSize=100

DGS #008960096, 1848-1865
v. 1-2 Clatsop Co

Cemetery Plot Records, Cemetery Records, Census, Genealogies
Oregon City, Clackamas, Oregon, United States
DGS #008140308, 1860-1870

Cemetery Records, Genealogies
Oregon City, Clackamas, Oregon, United States
DGS #008218627, 1971

Death Records
Clackamas, Oregon, United States
DGS #105641599, 1900-1912, Vol |
DGS #105641600, 1913-1915, Vol ll
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There is a great collection of Films in the FS Catalog:
Data collected by the various BIA Agencies

'Oregon, Indian School Records'

School records, 1880-1950
Author: United States. Bureau of Indian Affairs. Klamath Agency ~ Klamath, Modoc & Paiute Tribes

Film #s: 1028443 ~ 1028444 ~ 1028445 [ltem 1]
+++2??7+++

School Records, 1892-1945
Author: United States. Bureau of Indian Affairs. Grand Ronde-Siletz Agency
List of students 1927-1928 / Film #1025311
School enroliment applications and correspondence 1935-1938 / Film #1025311
School attendance record 1892-1899 / Film #1025311
School attendance record 1897-1938 / Film #1025312
Quarterly school attendance records 1908-1912 / Film #1025312
Student register 1895-1904 / Film #1025312
Record of returned students 1904 / Film #1025312
Permanent school census cards 1932-1945 / Film #1025312
Annual school census report 1930-1943 / Film #1025312
Quarterly school reports 1915-1916 / Film #1025312
List of school age children 1942-1945 / Film #1025312
Student attendance 1912-1913 / Film #1025312

Student lists 1939 / Film #1025312
+++2??7+++

School Records, 1925-1952
Author: United States. Bureau of Indian Affairs. Northern Idaho Agency
School records, 1925-1952 / Film #1030803 ~ ltem 1
+++2??7+++

Student Records, 1916-1952
Author: United States. Bureau of Indian Affairs. Portland Area Office

Student records, 1916-1952 / Film #s 1028456 ~ 1028457 ~ 1024858 [ftem 1]
+++2??7+++

Student Records, 1946-1952
Author: United States. Bureau of Indian Affairs. Fort Hall Agency
Student records, 1946-1952 / Film #1030802
[Includes a Birth & Death Register: 1901 > 1907

gn.-,. SR R———

Family Search "Collections"

Family Search continues to add to their Collections
Here is the Link for all of the Resources for Oreaon



https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/collection/list?count=All&cqs=Oregon

Here is the Link for the Historical Image Collection for Oregon

Miscellaneous Family Search Databases
"Folks Born in Oregon, but who moved away"
The Databases linked below all have records for Oregon Folk...
Log into your FS Account for Access

California, Fresno and Napa Counties, Obituaries, 1974-1997
California, San Francisco County Records, 1824-1997
California, San Francisco Area Funeral Home Records, 1835-1979
California, Oakland, Alameda County, Newspaper Record Collection, 1985-2011

Ildaho. Southeast Counties Obituaries, 1864-2007
Idaho, Southern Counties Obituaries, 1943-2013

Iowa, Armed Forces Grave Registrations, 1835-1998
Vermont, St. Albans Canadian Border Crossings, 1895-1954
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Odds & Ends
The National Archives has a really nice set of digitized records that can be freely viewed and downloaded.
The Collection is Extensive and Valuable to Researchers: Please Use this Link
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Reformatted: 12 September 2025
Clackamas County portion of the ORGenWeb



https://www.familysearch.org/en/records/images/search-results?place=375&page=1
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2282846
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1402856
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1385518
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2303048
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1876879
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2290243
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2515886
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2185163
https://aad.archives.gov/aad/

